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1.  The 2nd Open Consultations and MAG Meeting of the 2020 IGF preparatory cycle took 

place 15-19 June 2020 in a fully online environment in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. The usual three-day format of the physical preparatory meeting cycle was 

extended to five, shorter, days spread over different time zones to enable maximum 

participation. Ms. Anriette Esterhuysen moderated the meeting as Chair of the MAG. Mr. 

Chengetai Masango represented the IGF Secretariat and Mr. Wai-Min Kwok represented 

the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA). 

  

2.  The agenda for the 5-day meeting was focused on advancing preparations for the IGF 

2020 annual meeting and taking stock of the ongoing IGF community intersessional 

activities and other relevant Internet Governance related fora. Transcripts, daily 

summaries and archived webcasts from the proceedings held in plenary can be accessed 

via the IGF page for the meeting and IGF YouTube channel. 

  

3.  The Open Consultations day opened with the Chair noting the official announcement 

made the previous day that due to ongoing uncertainties related to COVID-19, the 2020 

IGF would not be in Katowice, as originally planned. She welcomed Poland’s 

commitment to be the host of IGF 2021 instead, as well as its continued support of the 

English/French interpretation for the two days of the IGF 2020 Open Consultation. Ms. 

Esterhuysen also thanked the governments of Ethiopia and Japan for offering themselves 

as hosts for IGF 2022 and IGF 2023, respectively. Ms. Esterhuysen concluded her 

introduction by stating that the COVID-19 pandemic had reinforced how important the 

Internet is to everyone’s lives, and that it demonstrated the truly negative effects of not 

being connected or having the skills to access its benefits and differentiate legitimate 

from misinformation online. 

  

4.  Ms. Wanda Buk, Ministry of Digital Affairs, Poland, gave a pre-recorded address to the 

meeting, expressing regret that Poland could not host the physical IGF meeting this year, 

but noting that Poland was committed to continue to provide financial and human 

resources towards the virtual IGF 2020, not only in supporting transcription and 

interpretation during the event, but also in terms of supporting the high-level and 

parliamentarian tracks. In addition, Ms. Buk stated that the Government of Poland looked 

forward to hosting participants in Katowice next year for IGF 2021, most likely in the 

northern hemisphere’s late autumn. 

  

5.  Mr. Wai-Min Kwok, representing UN DESA, welcomed participants to the Open 

Consultation, noting that Mr. Liu Zhenmin, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 

Economic and Social Affairs, would speak to participants of the Open Consultations the 

following day. Mr. Kwok stated that UN DESA was committed to supporting the IGF 

Secretariat, the MAG and stakeholders in convening the first-ever virtual IGF. 

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2020-second-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting-agenda
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2020-second-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting
https://www.youtube.com/user/igf
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2020-second-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting-poland
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6.  The IGF Secretariat gave a brief update on programming progress for the annual meeting. 

  

• The first Open Consultations and MAG meetings were held 14-16 January in Geneva. 

• There was a call for validation of the proposed 2020 thematic tracks 23 January to 6 

February, resulting in the addition of a fourth track, environment, to the existing 

proposed three tracks of data, inclusion and trust. 

• The call for workshop proposals, open forums, Day Zero events, IGF Village booths, 

and IGF music night was open from 2 March to 22 April. 

• 237 workshop proposals were received: 

  

• There was close to gender parity amongst proposers (49% female, 50% male, 1% 

other) 

• As expected, the majority of workshops were submitted by civil society (52%), 

the stakeholder group with the largest number of organizations and individuals 

within it. Governments represented the smallest number of workshop proposals 

(5%). 

• 37% of the proposals came from WEOG, with the other regional groups 

submitting similar proportions of workshops to each other (16% GRULAC, 16% 

Asia Pacific, 12% Eastern Europe, 13% Africa, 12% Eastern Europe). The 

proportions by region were roughly similar for proposed workshop speakers. 

• In terms of breakdown by theme, the largest group of proposals were for Trust 

(42%), followed by Inclusion (29%), Data (21%), and finally, the newest track, 

Environment (8%). 

• While the call for workshop proposals closed before the full impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic had occurred, a significant number of proposals related to 

the pandemic were received. 

 

• 30 Open Forum requests were received. 

• 45 Day Zero events were requested. 

• 16 Dynamic Coalition sessions were requested. 

• 72 Village Booth slots were requested. 

• 40 people expressed interest in Music Night. 

• 9 expressions of interest have been received for Remote Hubs to date. 

• UN DESA, on behalf of the United Nations, which is now the host of the now-virtual 

IGF 2020, will work with the IGF Secretariat to continue the work that the 

Government of Poland had begun on the youth track, parliamentarians track and high-

level sessions track. 

  

7.  Ms. Esterhuysen noted that the COVID-19 pandemic required IGF stakeholders to 

respond in two ways: first, there was the need to develop a virtual event necessitated by 

the pandemic; and second, there was a need to address the pandemic and its Internet 

policy-related challenges in terms of content at IGF 2020. She also noted that the other 

area to take into account for this year’s program was IGF’s role in the United Nations 

Secretary-General’s Roadmap for Digital Cooperation and the next 10-year renewal of 

the WSIS mandate, due in 2025. 

  

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/10358/2134
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2020-first-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting
https://www.un.org/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
https://www.un.org/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
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• Participants provided a number of suggestions on how the virtual IGF 2020 could be 

held, pointing to existing resources and experiences by entities that have already held 

their events entirely online this year. 

• It was noted that while a virtual event could have challenges for those in regions with 

poor Internet connectivity, it could also enable participation for those who experience 

flight and visa difficulties for physical IGF meetings. There was discussion about how 

to support wider participation in the virtual IGF 2020, including encouraging the 

National, Regional and Youth IGFs (NRIs) to facilitate local hubs in schools and 

community centres, as well as encouraging mobile operators to zero rate the IGF. 

• There was support amongst participants for a main session to enable stakeholders to 

discuss the Digital Cooperation agenda and the IGF plus model proposed in the report 

of the United Nations Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Digital Cooperation. 

• Other topics raised by participants for consideration were: 

  

• Gender-based violence 

• Emerging issues 

• The effect of digital trade sanctions during times of emergencies 

  

8.  Ms. Esterhuysen explained that the Open Consultations and MAG meetings underway 

would be testing out some of the participation tools available in online platforms. In 

particular, online polling and breakout rooms would be used. 

  

9.  A summary of pre-recorded videos produced by Internet governance-related initiatives 

and organizations was read out by the IGF Secretariat. It was noted that due to the 

combined length of the videos, participants had been requested before the Open 

Consultations to view the videos at a time that suited them, and submit questions or 

comments on the videos before the Open Consultations started. Following on from the 

discussion in some of the videos about how the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic led to 

increased use of the Internet, without major stability issues, participants contributed their 

experiences and data on Internet resilience during the pandemic. 

  

10.  On Day Two of the Open Consultations, there were updates from the four Best Practice 

Forums (BPFs) of 2020: 

  

• BPF on Cybersecurity 

• BPF on Data and New Technologies in an Internet Context 

• BPF on Gender and Access 

• BPF on Local Content 

  

Stakeholders were encouraged to participate in the work of the BPFs by subscribing to 

the dedicated BPF mailing lists, joining the open virtual meetings and contributing to 

questionnaires and calls for input published by the BPFs from time to time. There was 

also a report on a new activity to review how BPF are established and work, with a view 

to developing best practices on BPFs, with the aim of finalising a document for future 

BPFs to use after discussions during the virtual IGF 2020. 

  

11.  There were updates on the intersessional activities of the 19 Dynamic Coalitions (DCs) 

that have been created. As with the BPFs, there has been some work to improve the 

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2020-second-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting-documents
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/10358/2142
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/10358/2140
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process of creating DCs and documenting what the expected annual outcomes of DCs 

should be. Collectively, the DCs are drafting a main session for IGF 2020 on the impact 

of COVID-19 on the work of the DCs. Participants were encouraged to join any DC that 

appealed to their area of interest. 

  

12.  In the final strand of intersessional work, the work of the NRIs was highlighted, 

particularly the impact of the COVID-19 on planned NRI events. To date, there are 129 

officially recognised NRIs consisting of: 

  

• 89 national IGFs 

• 19 regional and subregional IGFs 

• 21 youth IGFs 

  

Participants expressed strong support for the NRIs and encouraged greater linkages and 

collaboration between the NRIs and the global IGF. 

  

13.  Mr. Liu Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations, addressed Open 

Consultation participants, stating that the COVID-19 pandemic had revealed both the best 

and worst of the Internet and its uses. He reported that he had sent a note to the United 

Nations Secretary-General expressing UN DESA’s support for the Digital Cooperation 

agenda and committing to enhance IGF, in collaboration with the MAG and all 

stakeholders. He encouraged participants to be innovative in developing the format and 

program for the virtual IGF 2020 and thanked Poland for hosting IGF 2021. He also 

thanked the Government of Ethiopia, supported by the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa, for offering to host the 17th IGF in 2022, and thanked the 

Government of Japan for offering to host the 18th IGF in 2023. 

  

14.  Dr. Ahmedin Mohammed Ahmed, State Minister of the FDRE Ministry of Innovation 

and Technology of Ethiopia/ICT and Digital Transformation Sector, and Ms. Makiko 

Yamada, Vice-Minister for International Affairs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 

Communications of Japan, representing the host countries of IGF 2022 and IGF 2023 

respectively, addressed participants, expressing support for the IGF and inviting 

stakeholders to these future IGFs. 

  

15.  The final session in the Open Consultations was a Question and Answer session with 

Under-Secretary-General Mr. Fabrizio Hochschild, Special Adviser to the United Nations 

Secretary-General on the Secretary-General’s Roadmap for Digital Cooperation and with 

his co-champions for Recommendation 5A/B of the report of the Secretary-General’s 

High-Level Panel on Digital Cooperation, Germany and the United Arab Emirates. There 

was a wide agreement among participants that it was important to begin discussions on 

what practical implementation of an IGF plus model would look like, particularly with 

the 20-year review of WSIS due in 2025, where IGF’s mandate will be reviewed with a 

view to renewing and updating it. 

  

16.  The MAG meeting officially opened on the morning of Day Three and was open to 

observers. The IGF Secretariat presented a summary of Open Consultation discussions 

about potential programme content and the Internet-governance-related aspects of the 

United Nations Secretary-General’s Roadmap for Digital Cooperation. Members of the 

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/10358/2135
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2020-2nd-ocs-and-mag-meeting-usg-un-desa-remarks
https://www.global-cooperation.digital/GCD/Navigation/EN/Home/home.html
http://www.un.org/en/pdfs/DigitalCooperation-report-for%20web.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/digital-cooperation-panel/#:~:text=The%20High%2Dlevel%20Panel%20on%20Digital%20Cooperation,-The%20High%2Dlevel&text=The%20Panel%20submitted%20their%20report,General%20on%2010%20June%202019.&text=%E2%80%9CMechanisms%20for%20Global%20Digital%20Cooperation,our%20global%20digital%20cooperation%20architecture
https://www.un.org/en/digital-cooperation-panel/#:~:text=The%20High%2Dlevel%20Panel%20on%20Digital%20Cooperation,-The%20High%2Dlevel&text=The%20Panel%20submitted%20their%20report,General%20on%2010%20June%202019.&text=%E2%80%9CMechanisms%20for%20Global%20Digital%20Cooperation,our%20global%20digital%20cooperation%20architecture
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MAG expressed strong interest in receiving more information about the Internet 

governance and IGF-related aspects of the Digital Cooperation processes underway. 

  

17.  The rest of the first day of the MAG meeting and much of the second day (Day Four) was 

spent on the workshop selection process. The IGF Secretariat had compiled and circulated 

the results of the workshop evaluation carried out by the MAG in the weeks preceding the 

virtual MAG meeting, and the selection process was guided by these evaluation scores 

and results. 86 workshops were then provisionally accepted by the MAG based both on 

their evaluation scores (following previously publicly published criteria) and with an aim 

to achieve and produce a balanced (thematically and regionally, with diverse stakeholder 

participation) inclusive program which encourages participation of newcomers to the IGF 

and stakeholders from developing and least-developed countries. The MAG agreed to 

conduct a secondary vetting process of the 86 workshop proposals after the week’s 

meetings had concluded. The proposers of the workshops will be asked to resubmit, 

outlining how they will adapt their sessions to the virtual format. In addition, requesters 

of other session types (Open Forums, Day Zero events, etc.) will also be contacted with 

some information about what it will mean to hold a session in an all virtual context and 

will be asked to confirm that they still want to be considered, and then, if they are 

approved, will also have to submit their plans for converting to virtual format. 

  

18.  On the third and final day of the MAG meeting (Day Five), the MAG discussed potential 

topics for main sessions and reached consensus on seven topics: 

  

• Main sessions on each of the four thematic tracks: 

 

• Data 

• Environment 

• Inclusion 

• Trust 

 

• A session on the IGF and Internet governance-related aspects of the United Nations 

Secretary-General's Roadmap for Digital Cooperation 

• Role of the Internet in Emergency Situations - a session led by the National, Regional 

and Youth IGFs (NRIs) 

• COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on work of DCs - a session led by the Dynamic 

Coalitions 

  

One or two more main sessions may be added, pending further discussions after the 

meeting. 

  

19.  In its final session, the MAG also agreed to the next steps for organizing the first ever all-

online IGF: 

  

• The MAG will hold a call on 30 June to review format options for the virtual IGF 

2020, with a view to being able to finalise the format and announce the dates of the 

virtual IGF by the end of July. 

• Workshop proposers will be asked to resubmit, outlining how they will adapt their 

sessions to the virtual format. They will be provided with some details of what it will 
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mean to hold a session in an all virtual context. Those who have requested other types 

of sessions will be asked to confirm that they still want to be considered, and then, if 

they are approved, will also have to submit their plans for converting to virtual 

format. 

• During the MAG’s call of 14 July, the MAG will take on board the responses by 

proposers to help shape the final program for IGF 2020. 
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Lopez-Barajas Gonzalo Telefonica, S.A. 

Michels Jochen Kaspersky 

Miloshevic Desiree Afilias plc 
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Mitemi Janet Jay Empire Enterprises 

Mohr Susan CenturyLink 

Ofori Charles Smad Infosys Ghana Ltd 

Oni Raphael Diplomats Extra Magazine 

Oriko Neema Independent Researcher 

Payne Susan Valideus Ltd 

Prendergast Jim The Galway Strategy Group 

Rana Vivek S. InfoAssure LLP 

Ren Yilin Beijing University of Posts and Teleconmmunication 

Ro Jong Hyuk Microsoft 

Smith Nikolis Verisign 

Timothy Ameh Nigeria Internet Governance Forum 

Tjahja Nadia Sunium 

Wang Lily Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications 

Wanner B U.S. Council for International Business 

 

Title Last Name First Name Position 

IGF Secretariat 

Mr. Bobo 

Garcia 

Luis Associate Information Systems Officer 

Mr. Degezelle Wim Consultant 

Ms. Dickinson Samantha Consultant 

Ms. Gengo Anja Associate Programme Expert/NRIs Focal Point 

Ms. Madomi Lima Fellow 

Mr. Masango Chengetai Programme and Technology Manager 

Ms. Teleanu Sorina Consultant 

 


