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1. Title: “A2K & Freedom of Expression”
“Harnessing the Power of the Internet to Provide Access to Knowledge & Free Flow of Information”:

A workshop to explore significant opportunities and barriers to harnessing the power of the Internet to provide access to knowledge and encourage freedom of expression and the free flow of information. In particular, the workshop will focus on the appropriate balance for intellectual property rights on the Internet and their impact on free speech and access to knowledge.
2. Organizers and Panellists
ORGANIZERS:
Association for Progressive Communications (APC)

Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility - Peru

Consumer Project on Technology (CPTech)

Egypt’s Library of Alexandria (Bibliotheca Alexandrina)

Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF)

Electronic Information for Libraries (eIFL)

Free Software Foundation Europe (FSFE)

Google

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)

IP Justice (IPJ)

South Centre Innovation, Access to Knowledge and Intellectual Property

Programme (IAIPP)

Sun Microsystems

Third World Network (TWN)
PANELISTS:
* Susan Struble, IT Standardization and Strategy at Sun Microsystems 

* Dr. Magdy Nagi, Egypt’s Library of Alexandria (Bibliotheca Alexandrina) 

* Dirk Voorhoof, Professor at Ghent University and Copenhagen University, member of Legal Human Academy and expert of the Council of Europe

* Mary Wong, Professor of Law at Franklin Pierce Law Center and the IP Academy of Singapore 

* Cristiano Berbert, Representative from the Government of Brazil

* Andrew McLaughlin, Head of Global Public Policy at Google

CHAIR:
* Robin Gross, Attorney and Executive Director of IP Justice
3. Discussion
* Susan Struble from IT Standardization and Strategy at Sun Microsystems addressed challenges to technical interoperability and the free flow of information on the Internet from software patents.

* Dr. Magdy Nagi from Egypt’s Library of Alexandria (Bibliotheca Alexandrina) discussed the needs of online libraries to provide access to information and encourage development and the role the public domain and copyright right limitations and exceptions play in that goal.

* Dirk Voorhoof a Professor at Ghent University and Copenhagen University, member of Legal Human Academy and expert of the Council of Europe discussed international human rights conventions and their relationship to intellectual property law, access to knowledge, and freedom of expression.  He expressed a need for a human rights approach to copyright.

* Mary Wong, a Professor of Law at Franklin Pierce Law Center and the IP Academy of Singapore addressed special online challenges to freedom of expression and access to knowledge from “digital locks”.  She explained that anti-circumvention laws should be drafted loosely as permitted by WIPO’s Internet Treaties.

* Cristiano Berbert from the Government of Brazil discussed efforts in the developing countries to provide access to knowledge and promote free expression.  He expressed concern over a “one-size-fits-all” approach to setting intellectual property rights and the need for developing countries to have flexibility in drafting IPR laws.

* Andrew McLaughlin, Head of Global Public Policy at Google addressed the barriers Google faces in providing access to knowledge from unbalanced copyright law.  He highlighted Google’s online library service and the role fair use and the public domain plays in providing access to knowledge.

* Robin Gross, Attorney and Executive Director of IP Justice, an international civil liberties organization, chaired the session.
4. Inventory of events and actors related to the issue under discussion
Creation of Dynamic Coalition in Athens called “A2K@IGF” and established an email discussion list, steering committee, and an anticipated work program.

The A2K@IGF will provide a vehicle to address issues raised in various IGF events, including the IGF workshop on Freedom of Expression and Access to Knowledge as well topics raised in several other workshops and plenary sessions.

The purpose of the A2K@IGF will be to support and expand access to knowledge and protect online freedom of expression, particularly from unbalanced intellectual property rights.  The membership will be open to governments, industry, academic, civil society and other organizations.  It is anticipated that the members of the A2K@IGF will have divergent views and interests on substantive issues.

The group will determine its own work program.  Among the early suggestions are:

1. Developing best practice norms for:

1. limitations and exceptions to copyright, patents and other intellectual property rights,

2. third party liability for intellectual infringements,

3. implementation of 1996 WIPO WCT and WPPT (for countries that have signed the treaties),

4. on-line access to scholarly research, government funded research, and essential documents such as legal information, 

5. the support of alternative business models for creating knowledge goods, including free and open software, or open scholarly and scientific journals, and

6. protecting access to freedom of expression and cultural diversity in issues relating to intellectual rights.

2. Coordinating participation and awareness of A2K activities at related fora, such as the WIPO Development Agenda or the WIPO proposals for an A2K Treaty.

The IGF-A2K initial/interim steering committee will include:
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Dr. Magdy Nagi

CPTech – Manon Ress

Electronic Frontier Foundation – Gwen Heinz

Electronic Information for Libraries, Teresa Hackett

Free Software Foundation Europe – Georg C. F. Greve


Google – Andrew McLaughlin

IP Academy of Singapore, Mary Wong

IP Justice – Robin Gross

South Centre Innovation, Access to Knowledge and Intellectual Property Programme (IAIPP) – Sisule Musungu

Sun Microsystems – Susan Struble

Third World Network – Sangeeta Shashikant

Yale Law School Information Society Project – Eddan Katz

5. Possible follow-up
Several face-to-face meetings are anticipated between Athens and Rio.  Much work to be done on email discussion list: http://mailman.ipjustice.org/listinfo/a2k-igf
6. Useful links 

IGF-A2K Workshop webpage:

http://ipjustice.org/wp/campaigns/internet-governance/igf/382/
IGF-A2K Email Discussion List:

http://mailman.ipjustice.org/listinfo/a2k-igf
Webpage for workshop wiki:

http://www.ipjustice.org/wiki/index.php/A2K_IGF_Workshop
Webpage for IGF-A2K Dynamic Coalition:

http://www.IGF-A2K.ORG
Background on Access Knowledge (A2K) Issues:

http://www.cptech.org/a2k/
http://ipjustice.org/wp/campaigns/a2k/
