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Internet Governance Forum - 4th meeting

15-18 November 2009

Sharm El Sheikh

Main Session: Taking Stock and Looking forward

- on the desirability of the continuation of the Forum

Statement by the Swedish Presidency on behalf of the European Union

- As delivered on the 18th of Novermber
Mr Under-Secretary-General,

At the Opening Ceremony, you asked us three questions.

First, you asked whether we thought the Forum should continue. The answer is yes. The European Union is convinced that the IGF mandate should be extended for a new five year period. 
The core nature of the IGF should be maintained: the multi-stakeholder format and the IGF as a place for open discussions on all issues without binding outcomes or oversight functions. These pillars are vital preconditions for the free and open exchange of views at the IGF.  Having no negotiated outcomes does not mean there are no results. Mr. Chairman, you correctly stated at the opening ceremony that “while the IGF does not have decision making powers, it inspires the ones who do”. Speaking for the EU I can assure all of you that the influence of the IGF on the policy-making by the European Institutions is considerable and I know this also goes for our colleagues at the Council of Europe.  This is exactly what we want – a place for civil society, business, the technical community and governments to engage in dialogue. 
The IGF has delivered on all issues listed in the mandate as set out in paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda. This is however far from saying that the job is finished; on the contrary. The mandate refers to long term processes which the IGF must continue to address.
Secondly, Mr. Chairman, you asked us whether the Forum could be improved. Of course it could be improved. At the moment it is in the process of growing and maturing. Every year, it develops and gets better. As stated by Mr. Nitin Desai in his speech on Sunday: this Forum is made up by its participants. It evolves progressively as the knowledge and experience base of its participants develops. This is also why it’s important to enable an increased participation from developing countries. 

As illustrated by the event with the First Lady this morning, the IGF does produce results and in this case contributed significantly to improving Child Online Protection.  
Thirdly, you asked us whether the process towards Enhanced Cooperation should be a part of the IGF or whether it should be discussed in other platforms. The process towards Enhanced Cooperation is developing. Just think of the environment in 2005 compared to now and you will agree with me that cooperation is indeed enhanced and that the IGF plays a key role in bringing the relevant parties and issues together. 

Mr. Under-Secretary-General,

The high level of participation and the fact that states from all regions have offered to host the IGF, shows the value attached to this Forum by all stakeholders, including governments.  If there were no value in this forum it would not have spun off the national and regional IGFs.
Mr Under-Secretary-General, let these facts guide the SG’s recommendation. 
The EU looks forward to fruitful and inclusive discussions with a first rendez-vous at the CSTD in May next year.
- Formule de politesse -
