Mr. Under-Secretary-General, Mr. Executive Coordinator of the IGF Secretariat
I’m speaking on behalf of Portugal - Ana Cristina Neves, from the “Knowledge Society Agency, Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher Education”.
Regarding Mr. Chairman’s 3 questions I would like to give immediate replies:

1. Continuation of the IGF? Yes

2. If IGF has fulfilled its purpose? No – the task – The Tunis agenda - is so huge that definitely we need more time and besides, it takes time to change things, and to change the paradigm.
3. If it can be improved? Yes, of course, and the IGF secretariat together with IGF host countries have shown us how much improvement we can get from the experience gained each year.
The reason why I’m here today is to underscore 3 very important features of the IGF:
1. The global conscience of the Internet and Information Society
IGF has being unique as providing a conscience to the Internet community. This conscience is essential for the development of the economies and for societal improvement all over the globe. This became a network of the Network (the Internet), providing an incredible robustness to this process.
2. The strength and robustness of the IGF movement

One of the most powerful outcomes of IGF until now is the spontaneous, flourishing and diversified national and regional IGF all over the world. They are the evidence that the IGF process is a great and a powerful idea, because only a powerful idea would deliver such a result. And the possibility for these national and regional IGF to become places to ripe ideas that can then be brought up to the global IGF is a very interesting upshot as well. The History has shown us that when movements are spontaneous is because they are powerful and they are meaningful for societies and for their citizens. And it’s exactly these movements that can change the paradigm.
3. The reinforced multistakeholder cooperation

The IGF set up a remarkable variable and wide-ranging dialogue and cooperation geometry between different institutions, public, private and non-profit organizations, countries and provided space where the individual,  the citizen, the civil society participate in equal footing along with more powerful entities.
And these 3 features are incompatible with any hierarchical formal structure – any existent structure of this kind has ever produced such deliverables! And it should evolve as creatively as it has been evolving since the last 4 years.

IGF is an unique platform that must continue for our own and future generations sake! 

Thank you, Mr. Under-Secretary-General.
