IGF, Vilnius 2010
Open Forum by the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE /Freedom of the Media) in cooperation with the Council of Europe
Provisional Title: 
Balancing the governance of hate speech and freedom of expression / the free flow of information on the Internet 
Description:

Racism and hate speech were a pressing social problem long before the emergence of the Internet. The advancement of digital communication technologies have added a new dimension to this problem by providing individuals and organizations with modern and powerful means to propagate racism and xenophobia. 

The problem of racist and discriminatory content on the Internet has naturally prompted vigorous responses from a variety of agents, including governments, supranational and international organizations and from the private sector. 
States have yet to reach a political agreement on how to prevent the Internet being used for racist purposes, on how to promote its use to counter the scourge of racism, and at the same time, on how to avoid overregulation and undue restrictions at the expenses of a free flow of information on the Internet. While some actors regard harmonised national legislation and international agreements, including codified hate speech definitions, as the way forward, others strenuously oppose this position, citing objections on grounds of freedom of expression, pluralism, and an unhindered flow of information.

This open forum will assess the impact of current regulatory initiatives on freedom of expression and free media in the light of OSCE media freedom commitments as well as Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights, including the related jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights and other international standards. 
Furthermore, the possibilities of and challenges posed by the use of the Internet to propagate or to counter material of a racist nature will be looked at. The variety and effect of measures taken at the international and national levels as well as by the private sector to tackle racist Internet content will be discussed

Which of the five broad IGF Themes or the Cross-Cutting Priorities does your workshop fall under?
Openness

· Names and affiliations of the panellists you are planning to invite:
Potential key participants and speakers: 

· Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media

· Mark Weitzman, Director of Government Affairs, Simon Wiesenthal Center
· Thaima Samman, Partner at Piton & Samman law firm, former Associate General Council for Corporate Affairs, Microsoft, EMEA #

· Andrei Richter, Director, Moscow Media Law and Policy Institute; Professor at the Journalism Department of Moscow State University
· Stefan Glaser, Jugendschutz.net, Germany
· Max Senges, Google Policy Team, Berlin, Germany
· Meryem Marzouki, senior researcher with the French National Scientific Research Center (CNRS), and IRIS France
· Peter Molnar, Central European University 
· Representatives from the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), and the European Union Fundamental Rights Agency will also be invited.

Provide the name of the organizer(s) of the workshop and their affiliation to various stakeholder groups:

· Ženet Mujić, Senior Adviser, OSCE Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media

· Lee Hibbard, Coordinator for Internet Governance and Information Society, Council of Europe 
· Yaman Akdeniz, Associate Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, Istanbul Bilgi University

Organization: OSCE Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media, in cooperation with the Council of Europe
Contact Person: Ženet Mujić & Lee Hibbard
