UNESCO contributions to the MAG Questionnaires 

(d) How best to organize open consultations? 

Since its creation, the IGF has been playing important role in dealing with public policy issues on Internet governance.  UNESCO, as one of the leading organizations within the WSIS process, acknowledges the IGF as an effective continuation of the “WSIS spirit”, and also recognizes that the IGF is at the forefront in promoting the advanced multistakeholder practice. 

In this regard, the current open consultation format is considered quite effective. There is, however, still room to further explore the potential of a process based on equally balanced participation and inclusiveness. Our suggestions are as follows: 

·        Enhancing equitable participation of developing and developed countries from all regions of the world by

-      strengthening remote participation based on existing infrastructure of remote hubs in 32 locations established for the Vilnius edition of the IGF, which successfully ensured inclusive broad participation of stakeholders, or by

-      Raising (additional) extrabudgetary funds dedicated to this purpose, to increase participation and representativeness. 

·        Involving more youth and women in particular from developing countries in the open consultation process and in the work of the MAG, including through remote participation. We should also make further efforts to promote the fundamental role of youth and woman in building inclusive Internet governance, for example, through close collaborations with entities working on these issues in principle and not only during the Forum. 

·        Summaries of each regional (and depending on numbers, possibly also national)    meeting should be presented at open consultations, besides the main IGF. 

(e) How best to link with regional meetings? 

UNESCO supports the holding of national and regional IGFs and recognizes IGF’s capacity building role. We therefore highly appreciate the mechanism of feeding the local and regional IGF into the main IGF. These links need to be further strengthened in order to ensure that the same nature of neutrality, same quality of the discussion and same principle of multi-stakeholder are applied. Regional meetings strongly contribute not only to the preparation of the global event, but also promote better understanding of specific Internet governance issues related to the respective region. 

Overall, this extension in the reach means also that there are broader capacity building challenges, and a need to enhance general knowledge about internet governance among the different stakeholders at all levels. Educational resources for awareness raising and capacity development initiatives need to be developed, systematically promoted and used. 

(f) How best to link with international processes and institutions? 

Obviously, a much stronger link to the WSIS process needs to be established, particularly in the lead up towards the 2015 implementation review. An IGF session at the last WSIS Forum was a good start and the important participation showed also a strong interest in the IGF topics by the traditional WSIS stakeholders. UNESCO would welcome consultations of the IGF Secretariat with the lead agencies on the WSIS implementation, and consecutive consultations with the different stakeholder groups on possible avenues for future improved links and exchanges. 

More generally, the IGF Secretariat could launch a systematic outreach process, starting by developing an outreach strategy, which includes an analysis to which international processes and institutions Internet governance inputs and outputs will make a substantial difference to. This could relate to the MDGs, or to EFA, or the application of HR and principles. For example, an IGF association with the World Press Freedom day activities and processes could be a possible undertaking. 

Meanwhile, it is very important during the IGF open consultations to engage with all stake-holders from all regions of the world in inclusive and comprehensive manner. There are many other related international processes and events going on like CSTD, ICTD (International Conference on ICT and Development) and others, which should contribute to IGF discussions based on the outcomes of their activities. 

In terms of institutions, UN agencies like UNESCO has actively participated in open consultations and MAG, and found it very useful to contribute to IGF discussion by defending multi-stakeholder nature of IGF and its development perspective. Other UN agencies, international institutions particularly based in developing countries should be encouraged to participate. 
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