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  BACKGROUND NOTE ON SUB-THEME 

 

 
 

Openness:  Human rights, freedom of expression and free 

flow of information on the Internet 

 

 

As has been the case in previous annual meetings, access to and use of the Internet will be 

addressed from a human rights perspective again this year at the IGF. Some IGF stakeholders 

feel that Internet access should not only be actively encouraged, but must never be denied from 

individuals, while others have argued that Internet should only be looked at as a medium for 

exercising human rights and not a human right in itself.   These issues are also analyzed from 

the perspective of filtering and blocking activities which impact not only fundamental human 

rights, but also the stability and security of the Internet. 

  

All stakeholders need to strengthen efforts to ensure the protection of basic human rights and 

fundamental freedoms in the online world. As more and more people join this online 

environment each day, particularly in the developing world, policy makers and law enforcement 

agencies must ensure that these people enjoy the same freedoms online that they do offline. Of 

course this is a tremendous challenge as these rights certainly differ culturally at local, regional 

and national levels. 

 

Over the year’s IGF stakeholders have made strong statements about guaranteeing individual 

human rights and fundamental freedoms (such as freedom of expression) in our collective 

societal transition to life on the Internet. These rights have been traditionally granted and 

sustained for the betterment of society at large, and it has been said that this should not change 

when individuals go onto the Internet, whether it’s a rural villager on a mobile phone, a child 

interacting with new friends on a Facebook account or a priest communicating to followers on a 

blog. 

  

It has also been argued that access to knowledge and the right to speak one’s mind freely is 

essential for pursuing human, social and economic development. It was said too that surely we 

need to watch for abuses of these rights, that we must not be harming one another and that the 

rule of law must always be kept in mind and assured, but we also must build a level of trust and 

mutual understanding about using the Internet so that we can use it freely and openly to best 

harness its potential. 

 

 
For more information visit: www.intgovforum.org/cms/ follow @intgovforum #IGF2013 


