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  BACKGROUND NOTE ON SUB-THEME 

 
 

Principles of Multistakeholder/Enhanced Cooperation 

 

 

The concept of ‘multi-stakeholder’ cooperation in the governance of the Internet generally refers 

to the inclusion of all stakeholders as equal participants in the Internet’s continuing 

development. Over the years the IGF has been lauded as being one of the best examples of 

‘multi-stakeholder’ cooperation and governance in practice. 

 

Since the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) process began in Geneva more 

than 10 years ago, the ‘multi-stakeholder’ model has served to enrich the dialogue and add an 

important new layer to handle new complexities. Discussions on the Tunis Agenda set the 

premise for subsequent dialogues on the multi-stakeholder model for Internet governance. In 

fact, last year’s 7th IGF noted that more than 25 (and counting) sets of principles have been 

developed in various forums, from organizations such as the OECD, Council of Europe, CTU, 

Brazil’s Principles for Internet Governance and Use, and many civil society groups. 

  

This year’s meeting, in both a focused main session and in many workshops, will continue the 

dialogue on the multi-stakeholder model for Internet governance – in a multi-stakeholder 

manner. The multi-stakeholder approach embraces and facilitates interdependent forms of 

engagement with respect to Internet governance. 

  

For many the multi-stakeholder approach and engagement has become the norm. The 

accepted reality is that one needs to tap the collective expertise from government, business, 

the technical community, and civil society to properly understand the impact on all participants 

of certain approaches to governance and policy. Such ‘multi-stakeholderism’ will have the effect 

of moving Internet governance forward in a positive manner, aimed at developing long-term 

solutions.  

 

During the IGF there will also be a chance for stakeholders to challenge the ‘accepted’ norms 

and principles regarding the multi-stakeholder governance model, including: open and inclusive 

processes; engagement: processes enabling all stakeholders to engage and participate; 

participation and contribution: the ability to participate in and contribute to decision-making; 

transparency: in processes and decision-making, and how decisions made and input reflected; 

accountability: mechanisms for checks and balances in decision-making and decision-making: 

consensus-based decision-making, reflecting how input from the multi-stakeholder process are 

incorporated. 

 

 
For more information visit: www.intgovforum.org/cms/ follow @intgovforum #IGF2013 


