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  BACKGROUND NOTE ON SUB-THEME 

 
 

Taking Stock/Emerging Issues:  Internet Surveillance 

 

While the Internet is considered to represent a means for upholding and exercising human 

rights and liberties, there is also the risk, as it has been demonstrated with numerous 

occasions, of the Internet being used as a tool for censorship and for restricting freedom of 

expression and the free access to information. In addition, while more and more governments 

throughout the world design and implement open data policies, concerns are raised regarding 

citizen privacy and data protection and the development of public services for which citizens 

pay with their personal data. Debates about surveillance over the Internet will surely be the 

focus of many workshops and other sessions throughout the 2013 IGF. 

 

In the last few months there have been pubic confirmations of the existence of Internet 

surveillance programs in different countries. While these programs have been justified as 

necessary for generally-accepted objectives like fighting terrorism and strengthening of national 

security among others, the International community has articulated concerns with regard to the 

impact of those programs in the exercise of human rights and in preserving the core values of 

the Internet.  

 

One of the objectives of the emerging issues session on Internet surveillance will be to figure 

out how the Internet community and all its stakeholders can play a meaningful role in this 

debate:  

 
Some aspects to be covered in the session are: 
 
- Defining the scope of the problem and the involved topics.  

- Different perspectives and view with regard to these programs.  

- How do different societies approach the role of security and surveillance services and 

oversight of their activities? Scope of the discussion.  

- Does the society at large understand what is at play? 

- Guarantees to the citizens. 

o Transparency 

o Due process 

- Equitable approaches regarding cross-border jurisdiction. .   

- Surveillance and privacy.  

- What’s the role of the multi-stakeholder Internet Governance mechanisms on this topic? 

 
For more information visit: www.intgovforum.org/cms/ follow @intgovforum #IGF2013 


