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  IGF DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

IGF Daily Highlights - 23 October 2013 A.M. 

 

For information media • not an official record 
 

Principles of Internet Governance and links to Human Rights explored in IGF 

on Day 2 

 

Bali, Indonesia - Seeking greater consensus on the principles that should define Internet 

governance among various stakeholders, the IGF devoted a focus session to finding some non-

binding, high-level principles that would constitute a common ground for the future of cyberspace.  

Session co-moderator Wolfgang Kleinwächter of the University of Aarhus suggested that some 80 

per cent of principles may already be universally shared, and that the consensus may emerge in 

much the same way as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights did -- not as a lengthy treaty 

negotiation, but as a non-binding document with universal legitimacy.  

 

Key issues on which to reach consensus included finding agreement to a process of globalizing the 

Internet governance principles and ensuring that these would come about through a 

multistakeholder process. The Representative of the Russian Federation stated full support for 

globalization of Internet governance principles, adding that he believed that  with the IGF as a true 

multistakeholder organisation “we could implement some mechanisms which allow the IGF to 

produce the principles.” Civil society representative Anriette Esterhuysen of the Association For 

Progressive Communications agreed tentatively with the process of elaborating a set of common 

principles but warned against “lowest-common denominator” approaches and the risk the there 

could be “blatant disregard by states and by Governments of those principles with no 

accountability.” Lynn St. Amour, President/CEO of the Internet Society (ISOC), voiced strong 

support for moving forward and “a strong yes to doing it within the IGF.”  

 

Making sure that the voices of disadvantaged and marginalized groups are heard in the discussion 

on internet governance featured prominently in a number of workshops and roundtables which took 

place throughout the day. These included the “Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Roundtable - 

The Broadband (Access) Dilemma” which looked at specific issues faced by SIDS in the context of  
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providing broadband internet access to their citizens, and whether the relative silence of SIDS on 

these and related issues at international fora, especially treaty-making fora, create unforeseen 

problems for SIDS later on without the decisions made there adequately reflecting their views. 

Some of the points raised in this session were later picked up in the “Removing Barriers  to 

Connectivity: Connecting the Unconnected” workshop which looked at best practices that will help 

in “turning the digital divide into digital opportunity”, and discussed ways to promote broadband 

penetration and access to infrastructure. 

 

At the civil society level, challenges and best practices on the extent to which gender has been 

integrated into internet governance issues were looked at as part of the “Gender and internet 

governance roundtable”. The ensuing discussion also brought out the similarities in challenges 

faced by the LGBTI community and by people with disability and the need to ensure that the 

internet governance discussion provides substantive participation for all while remaining open to 

bringing in new voices.  

 

The need to protect for freedom of expression, specifically in regards to the internet was hotly 

debated in the “Human Rights / Freedom of Expression on the Internet” workshop. Framing the 

conversation around Freedom House’s annual report “Freedom on the Net,” issues under 

consideration included the most common threats to human rights online around the globe, new 

threats to human rights online and how such threats may have been repelled or reversed. The 

workshop focused specifically on emerging threats and opportunities, as an increasing number of 

states are seen to be introducing laws and practices that impact the ability of citizens to exercise 

their rights online.  

 

Another workshop which generated a lot of interest and which picked up on some of the 

discussions around human rights and protecting freedoms online was the “Big data: promoting 

development and safeguarding privacy” workshop. Key issues reviewed there were privacy and 

data protection in the context of ‘big data’ and how a careful balance can be achieved in fully 

enabling its socio-economic benefits while respecting the right to privacy of each and every 

individual who is behind the data. 

 

For more information visit: www.intgovforum.org/cms/ follow @intgovforum #IGF2013 

 


