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Internet’s Role in Spurring Growth, Sustainable Development debated  
 

Bali, Indonesia -   As the global process to define the world’s development agenda post-

2015 unfolds, the essential links between economic growth, sustainable development and 

information technology took centre stage at the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) at the 

beginning of day 3 of the 4-day meeting.  

 

Concrete experiences of how Internet governance has improved development practices 

were exchanged in the morning focus session on “Internet as an Engine for Growth and 

Sustainable Development,” in the context of the UN General Assembly’s review of the World 

Summit for the Information Society (WSIS) in 2015 and the elaboration of the post-2015 

development agenda. 

 

The discussions were an opportunity to showcase some national experiences, including those of 

Indonesia and Uruguay. Consensus was clear around the need to improve the process of collecting 

data that links internet use with the achievement of development goals, bringing forward best 

practices through an authoritative selection system and rankings. The discussion also highlighted the 

need to strengthen links between ICTs use and the expected targets of the post-2015 development 

agenda. One example was the development of IT applications in the health services field to facilitate 

birth registrations in remote areas. In a separate workshop linking ICT expansion to development 

targets, the spotlight shone on India’s efforts to reach the target of 1 billion online connections -- and 

lessons learned from those challenges, including how to meet demand for multilingual platforms.. 

 

Challenges to building an inclusive information society since the creation of the WSIS 

Declaration of Principles ten years ago were examined in a workshop that focused on policy 
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design for universalization of the Internet, especially in developing countries. In a workshop 

on “Privacy: from regional regulations to global connections,” speakers emphasized efforts 

to enhance the multistakeholder model, the need for civil society and technical experts to 

assist governments, and the on-going challenge of developing a common vocabulary to 

allow for better communication between technical experts  and policy makers. 

 

“Digital Rights Protection in Europe and Latin America” highlighted the experience of these 

regions developing and implementing neutrality laws, and the protection digital rights in what 

the moderator defined as “challenging times.” With both regions having strong regional 

human rights frameworks, questions were raised about whether top-down approaches 

would be sufficient to protect human rights standards and defend digital rights. Coordination 

among and within regions was also examined as increasingly relevant for day-to-day users 

and operators of the Internet, bringing to the fore experiences from Africa, Latin America 

and Caribbean, Asia Pacific and the Arab region league in a workshop on “Importance of 

Regional Coordination in Internet Governance.”  

 

The question of rebuilding trust in the Internet, a common thread running across many of the 

conversations at the IGF 2013, was examined in the context of market demand for end 

users to set their own boundaries of interaction with Internet and social media.  In the 

workshop “Privacy as Innovation: Rethinking Privacy as an Area of Innovation,” the rising 

popularity of services that do not leave a permanent digital record of online interactions, and 

of social media services that promise privacy and confidentiality to users, were seen as 

outgrowths of demand for privacy -- and a market opportunity that could help rebuild trust in 

the Internet. 

 

Discussions linked to freedom of expression included a sessions on “Protecting journalists, 

bloggers, and media actors in the digital age” that examined the targeting of news media, 

human rights organizations, and other disseminators of information by various sources, 

including states. Freedom of expression through online anonymity, and its importance to 

young people and other groups, were also part of the IGF discussions, with a great majority 

of participants agreeing with the idea that anonymity should be protected at least on some 

online services.  

 

For more information visit: www.intgovforum.org/cms/ follow @intgovforum 
#IGF2013  
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