IGF Looking Forward – A Suggestion for the 2013 Meeting
Contribution from Nominet

Introduction
Nominet is the registry for .uk Internet domain names.  It was accredited to the WSIS process and has been active in the Internet Governance Forum since its creation.
The Internet Governance Forum as a forum for multi-stakeholder policy dialogue
The mandate from WSIS for the IGF (paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda) includes to:
d) Facilitate the exchange of information and best practices, and in this regard make full use of the expertise of the academic, scientific and technical communities.

e) Advise all stakeholders in proposing ways and means to accelerate the availability and affordability of the Internet in the developing world.

f) Strengthen and enhance the engagement of stakeholders in existing and/or future Internet governance mechanisms, particularly those from developing countries.

In particular, WSIS envisaged a role for the IGF to help capacity building in developing countries.
Issues
In the recent discussions in the World Conference on International Telecommunications and the World Telecommunications Standardisation Assembly, governments and regulators identified a number of issues of concern to them, in particular, spam, security, IP address allocation (both IPv4 and IPv6) and various access issues including cost, digital divide and freedom of expression aspects.

These topics have, of course, been discussed in the IGF, which has identified initiatives and examples of good practice and allowed detailed discussions and analysis of the issues.
Engagement
While a lot of excellent work has been done in the IGF, it is clear that we are failing to engage sufficiently with national decision makers and those responsible for operational and implementation activities.  It would be useful to look at how IGF 2013 could support policy makers and regulators around the world to address the issues of concern to them.
For participation in the IGF, in particular for people from governments and regulators who are often in the front line in their countries in dealing with issues, it is hard to justify attendance at an IGF for a programme that does not have a clear focus on their key issues and show operational or practical benefits.
A proposal for a practical approach
We believe that there is scope in the IGF to introduce some clearly focussed and coherent “threads,” focussed on a single topic.  This could be through tutorial days or interactive seminars.  A single day looking at a single theme (for example, spam or IP address allocation) could specifically address issues raised by participants and identify action points and good practice to serve as a guide for participants.  It could also identify areas where more work is needed and help users engage in relevant policy discussions.

To be effective, it might be appropriate to aim for a small group of participants who have lead responsibility for the issue in their country:  this would allow a focus on problem-solving.  
Participants could be identified through the regional and national IGFs, or through direct contact with regulatory or government bodies or with key operators.  Attendees should be people directly involved in the issue in their country and preferably the lead manager for the work.  Priority should be given to involvement from developing countries.  It would be useful if bursaries were available to sponsor attendance at the IGF to help ensure attendance from the relevant people in developing countries.

A day-long session with experts from the relevant organisations working in the topic area would provide a good opportunity to address issues in depth and discuss possible ways of resolving concerns.  During the day the work would need to identify issues and to work with experts from the relevant organisation working in the issue area to identify and discuss possible solutions.  

Invited experts could talk about wider challenges associated with the issue, with discussions on implications for users and national regulatory authorities.
Output
A key part of the day will be to pull together the key learning points from the session, recapping on how to engage in the different active fora and identifying self-help networks that could help participants going forward.  It should also identify how outstanding problems will be addressed.  This could be a deliverable from the day as a “user manual” or “handbook” and made available on the IGF website.
Scheduling
The seminar/tutorial sessions should not need a large room (smaller sessions are likely to be more effective than larger), but probably should be scheduled for the whole day to allow participants to go into depth on the selected topic.  For a trial in 2013, we could consider running one or two full day sessions.  

Selection of the topic for a session should be based on interest (in particular from developing countries) and the positive engagement of the relevant organisations and experts for the identified theme. 
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