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IFLA Contribution to the Open Consultation and MAG Meeting 

 IFLA contributed to the VIII IGF in Baku promoting the role of libraries as agents for development throughout the  IGF’s  
sessions and workshops. IFLA  placed special emphasis on the workshops around the main session on access and diversity, 
including a workshop on Digital Inclusion and Public Access to the Internet which we have organized with Electronic 
Information for Libraries (EIFL) and the Internet Society (ISOC). 

 IFLA contributed to sessions on Intellectual property rights and freedom to share, capacity building Initiatives to include 
vulnerable people in the Information society, and open government data. 

The Dynamic Coalition for Public Access in Libraries convened for the first time in Baku as a group of interested 
organizations that has been set up by IFLA and EIFL to raise the profile at libraries at the IGF and beyond.  

2013 is a key year for the IGF as it will have reached its halfway of the second 5 year mandates. An implementation of the 
CSTD IGF WG recommendation would be important as the need to develop more tangible outputs and improve the 
visibility of the IGF. At this regard we encourage the involvement of new stakeholders into the preparation of the Forum. 
In Particular IFLA brought the Beyond Access coalition http://www.beyondaccess.net/ to the IGF for the first time.  

Themes – IFLA on behalf of the Dynamic Coalition on Public Access, proposes a main session on Public Access as it 
emerged as a cross cutting issue that cannot be contained solely under the Access and Diversity theme. The Dynamic 
Coalition on Public Access is willing to gather more stakeholders around this theme and work at the preparation of a Main 
Session at the IGF in Bali. 

Access to Information and knowledge is also one of the WSIS Action Line (C3), the increase relevance of the Internet as a 
major access gateway calls for a prominent role in the IGF debate.  

Regional events – The increasing number of national and regional IGF are a sign of the success of the multistakeholder 
model. It is important that the global IGF develops an efficient mechanism to ensure the sharing of experiences from the 
national and regional IGF, a more updated website gathering information about these initiatives, as well as a more direct 
contribution from these events to the global IGF.  

Dynamic coalitions – The role and visibility of dynamic coalitions depends to a good extent from the capacity of the global 
IGF to act as a resonance chamber. Therefore IFLA proposes that a specific revision of the role of the DC within the IGF 
preparation is undertaken, including their representation into the MAG.  

Convergence – The WSIS Review Process will start with the UNESCO WSIS+10 meeting just before the IGF consultation 
and of a UNESCO special event on Internet freedom; it will be followed by a 2014 Review event organized by ITU and 
conclude with a final review of the UN General Assembly in 2015. In the meantime there will be 3 WSIS Forums, and 3 
IGF, with their consultation and preparation processes.  As the IGF is an outcome of the WSIS it would be important to 
envision a coherent strategy to reach the 2015 final review and tackle the synergies that these events and processes offer. 
There is a good share of common participants at those events that would make even more feasible and welcome the 
consolidation of the WSIS and IGF review process.  

 

http://wsms1.intgovforum.org/content/no130-digital-inclusion-and-public-access-internet-what-policymakers-need-and-how-libraries-
http://www.eifl.net/
http://www.internetsociety.org/
http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/component/content/article/114-preparatory-process/1003-dynamic-coalition-on-public-libraries
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The IFLA Position on Internet Governance (2013) 

As the peak international professional association concerned with information and library services, IFLA represents 
associations and institutions worldwide that endeavour to provide access to all publicly available information today and in 
the future, whether factual or fictional, and regardless of media or format. 

The Internet is a critically important platform for the information services delivered by libraries, and in many countries 
public and educational libraries are the major or only agencies that provide the general population with free or affordable 
access to these resources. In doing so, they make a huge contribution to cultural, social and economic development. 

IFLA therefore has a direct interest in the future governance of the Internet, and in contributing to the debates, 
mechanisms and processes shaping its future. 

IFLA opposes any measures which would lead to control of information access and freedom of expression by commercial, 
governmental or sectoral interests, or hinder the development of the Internet as an enabler of human rights. Measures 
which may be necessary to ensure the reliable operation of the Internet ensure its security, and enable individuals to 
protect their privacy must not be used to limit the rights expressed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
especially those in Article 19. 

IFLA therefore endorses the free flow of information on the Internet, rejects any discrimination by network operators 
between different types of services, content and applications transmitted by their networks/infrastructure, and supports 
balanced copyright frameworks that facilitate the widest possible public access to digital information resources.  

3. IFLA supports the development of the Internet as a reliable multilingual system which will be available to all and will 
facilitate unrestricted access to information by all peoples in their languages and scripts of choice. 

In regard to the governance of the Internet and related public policy issues, IFLA supports a multistakeholder approach 
which involves governments, civil society, business, academia and the technical community and which offers an 
opportunity for increasing participation by those interests in all countries as the capacity to participate develops.   

IFLA consequently endorses the principle and spirit of the multistakeholder approach under the UN aegis and supports 
the process of enhanced co-operation in relation to critical Internet resources. In this context, IFLA emphasizes the need 
for effective representation of all stakeholder interests and the broader involvement and participation of stakeholders 
from developing countries in particular.  

As a voice for more than one billion registered library users across the world and a United Nations Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) accredited international professional organisation, IFLA is resolved to contribute to the development of 
effective multistakeholder models for Internet governance. IFLA therefore encourages the participation of library and 
information professionals in Internet governance at all levels. 

 

 Endorsed by the IFLA Governing Board, January 2013 


