Activity report of the Dynamic Coalition on Child Safety online

This report aims to reflect the activities undertaken by the members of the Dynamic coalition on Child Online Safety. The dynamic coalition on child online safety was formed during the last IGF in Rio. The members had identified the need to work together and to share information and knowledge as a way to enhance the collective work of the coalition. By establishing an email list, the members continued to share good practices and whenever possible, involved the relevant members to conduct various e-safety trainings, organize awareness raising seminars, conduct Internet security and awareness event and more importantly communicated with each other to share expertise and enhance the spirit of the coalition. Below enclosed is some of the work reported during this period by the members of the coalition.

ECPAT International : Organisation of an event in the Philippines to launch the code of conduct for cybercafés. The event was the first of its kind in the Philippines and helped the industry to come forward and show commitment for protecting children online.

ECPAT representative was also invited by another coalition member Childnet International to present as panelist in a meeting in Cairo focusing on the need for online safety initiatives in Egypt involving young people. ECPAT International also contributed by coordinating its member groups to participate in the Blogathon as a part of the Internet Safety day organized by European Commission, Safer Internet Programme. 

The ECPAT network  continued to mobilize the IT industry, the financial organizations particularly in Sweden, to prevent their systems from being used for the transactions relating to the abuse of children online. The ECPAT network continues to play a key role in this regard and is one of the co-organisers of the World Congress III against sexual exploitation of children and adolescents which is going to be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brasil in November.

CHIS:

The EU and NSPCC/ CHIS attended the prep conference in Geneva in part to promote this new 'Child Online Network'.

The network aims to underpin, support and bolster the work of the Dynamic Coalition at a European level.  It is hoped that the new network will work with and through the Dynamic Coalition to strengthen and support it as much as possible.   The European network will be mainly aimed at directly influencing industry and government rather than engagement across civil society.  It is expected that the network might

help to support the Dynamic Coalition.    

To: Raise awareness of the network among other delegates and discuss prospective partnerships with other EU countries and beyond the EU Promote (and make people aware of the core objectives of the childonline network i.e. to influence the way the internet is regulated andgoverned - their intention to support network members through policypapers around their specific work focus i.e. governance and child protection,

the fight against online child sexual abuse material and identification and protection of children who have been abused in the production of images, children's use of interactive technologies: protection and empowerment,Online grooming, manipulation, and sexual exploitation.  Promote child safety as a core part of the discussion in Delhi (working with and through the dynamic coalition) and advocate that sufficient panel discussions are held on a range of child safety issues. 

Interventions were made at the meeting in Geneva to feedback from Rio and to inform the conference of the future work programme of the Child Online Network.  They look forward to supporting the dynamic coalition in future to help plan child protection sessions and participation in the 2008 IGF.  

Childnet International: Childnet was involved with in supporting and co-ordinating an important E-Safety work programme in Egypt. Ss part of the an ambitious Cyber-peace initiative in Egypt Childnet had the privilege of training a group of young people and parents, and also helped co-ordinate a major E-Safety conference for some 600 delegates sponsored by the Ministry of Information and Communications the Suzanne Mubarak’s International  Women’s Peace Foundation, and other partners including Microsoft, Cisco and Intel. This was the first event of this type looking at online safety and First Lady and Ministers attended the whole of the first day, with the sessions covered by the media.  The significance of course for our group is that the IGF will be held in Egypt in 2009. 

A number of organisations from around the world was invited to contribute at the conference including a number of members from the Dynamic Coalition who all gave superb input and shared from their experiences - conference programme available at http://www.cyberpeaceinitiative.org/page/internet_safety_conference_agenda.

Childnet is continuing to work with a special “Net-Aman” group (“Aman” in Arabic meaning “Safety”) over the following few months and there are a number of actions coming out of the conference which they hope to support. 

Childnet would be glad to share lessons learnt in developing the grass-roots youth work and conference programme as part of a workshop at the IGF in India.

The Safer Internet programme implemented by the European Commission.

The network of hotlines, coordinated by INHOPE Association, has members not only in Europe but also in Australia, Canada, Korea, Taiwan, Japan and the US. Hotlines allow members of the public to report illegal content they come across on the Internet, which they pass on the appropriate body for action such as the police.

The network of "awareness nodes" currently coordinates activities in 24 European countries. The nodes of this network ensure the exchange of best practices and carry out awareness actions like training of teachers, parents and children in safer use on the Internet. They also provide information material and arrange campaigns in cooperation with other parties at national level.

The NGO Alliance for Child Safety Online aims to build and develop a network of children's NGOs across Europe to ensure that policies and strategies related to the Internet take into account child protection needs. The network will develop a common approach to protecting children in this area and influence relevant policies and strategies at national, European and international level by promoting legislative, technical and other solutions that protect and enhance children's rights online. 

The thematic network for facilitating cooperation of law enforcement agencies (CIRCAMP) will stimulate the exchange of information and best practices between countries in Europe and thereby increase the effectiveness of international police cooperation. The aim of these efforts is reduce the amount of illegal content available on the internet and to reduce duplication of work within agencies and increase cross-border liaison in this area.

The Safer Internet Forum is a platform for discussion and cooperation between industry, child welfare organisations and policy makers on issues concerning Internet safety for children. The next forum will be arranged on 25 to 26 September and its focus will be on cross-platform / cross-media rating and age verification. There will be an exchange of best practice on how age verification systems have been implemented in some countries by different industries including mobile phone companies. The forum will also discuss cross platform/cross media rating for films, games, mobile content and the Internet in which different industry projects and national examples will be presented.

The Safer Internet Day was celebrated on 10th February by organising a two-day conference in Luxembourg on the topic "Child safety and online social networking"

The European Commission has therefore taken the initiative to set up a Social Networking Task Force with representatives of the providers of social networking sites used by children across Europe. The purpose of the task force is to explore and reach consensus on the elaboration of a pan-European code of conduct protecting minors using these sites. The Commission is aiming at having this document signed on the Safer Internet Day in 2009.

Digital Opportunities Foundation, Coordinator, Youth Protection Roundtable, Germany

Youth Protection Roundtable
This is a Network of technical specialists and children‘s welfare experts around Europe

within the Safer Internet Programme of the European Commission.

A Survey on matters of youth protection was conducted from January 2007 till end of June 2007 with Children’s welfare specialists Technical experts in Europe

Telephone interviews / online survey with experts and dissemination of the questionnaire at the EU Media Seminar in Leipzig, May 2007.

Closed network of websites for children up to 12 years of age
· initiated by the Federal Ministry of Cultural affairs
· Financed by access providers und content providers
· About 5.000 websites evaluated on their appropriateness for children 
'a net for children' shall
· show children appropriate content on the web,
· enable children to benefit from the Internet 
· enable children to decide on their own, what they want to see and what they want to avoid
· enable children and their parents to be aware of the consequences of their online behaviour
 Hong Kong Council of Social Service : 

1) Roundtable on Healthy Use of Internet

The Council had organized a Roundtable on Healthy Use of Internet, which functions to:

1.
Identify issues / concerns related to Internet usage for discussion;

2.
Serve as a platform for various stakeholders to share and communicate on their works on building a healthy Internet; to facilitate and catalyze collaboration between different parties;

3.
Advocate the Healthy Use of Internet and raise its awareness in the public

The 1st meeting of the Roundtable was held in March with 30 representatives of various stakeholders, including the Government, the content providers and media sector, ICT corporations, the education sector, and social service sector, ICT professional bodies, etc. had attended and shared their views. Representatives agreed to follow-up on the issue and the roundtable would be held on a quarterly basis to induce collaboration between different parties. A website will be built soon to act as a platform for different members to share their information (on their related services / activities / publication, etc.) and as a communication channel for promotion of the Healthy Use of Internet movement.

2) Participation to the review of Chapter 390 (Control of Obscene and Indecent Articles Ordinance)

In order to address concerns on the obscene and indecent content on the Internet, the HKSAR Government is currently conducting a comprehensive review of the provisions in the Control of Obscene and Indecent Articles Ordinance (Cap 390), and plans to consult the public in the second half of 2008 on ways to amend the Ordinance in order to keep pace with the development of the society. The objective of the Cap 390 is to control articles which consist of or contain material that is obscene or indecent (including material that is violent, depraved or repulsive), and to protect children and youth under 18 from exposure to such material. The objective of the review is to consult the public on improvements on regulatory actions against obscene and indecent material on the Internet.

The Council has been actively participating in the review process. It has engaged in providing feedbacks to the government via the Roundtable. In addition, representatives of the Council had attended several consultative forums / meetings with many other ICT professionals, education & social service practitioners, etc.

3) Participation with IT Alliance in ICT policy review in relation to pornography on internet

In view of the recent incidents of photos on the Internet purported to be of artistes, practitioners from 9 ICT professional bodies of the ICT industry, representing over 10,000 ICT professionals, had formed an “IT Alliance”. The Alliance had been actively discussing with the Government on the review of related policies / ordinances and urging the relevant authority to clarify any grey areas. The Council had participated in the policy review working group. 

4) Proposal on Internet Filtering for junior (U18) Internet users

In a drive to provide clean Internet to the young people of Hongkong, the Council is now working on the initiative of “Internet Filtering for junior Internet users”. The proposed campaign will help protecting the junior Internet users by:

· Mutual help amongst parents and community at large in maintaining a blacklist of websites

· Provision of a free filtering service from ISPs

· Education of parents in deploying / subscribing the filtering service

A parents’ group will be responsible to maintain the blacklist and trained members of the group will assess and classify any reported website (either hosted locally or overseas) by its content. Decency levels will be assigned to each site on the list and this information will be subscribed by the local ISPs. The ISPs will be providing filtering service free-of-charge, which is attached to the junior account. The filtering service will be making reference to the blacklist maintained by the parents’ group. The main Internet account holder, i.e. in many cases the parents in each family, will be able to determine the level of decency suitable for their junior account users.

The Council will continue its effort in liaising with different Government departments, ISPs, parents’ association, etc. to seek their support on the proposed campaign. Furthermore, funding resources will be sought from private foundations / corporate donations, etc.

5) Supporting the “ICT User's Code of Ethics”

In response to the rising concern of the general public regarding people's behaviour on the Internet, or in using ICT in general, Internet Society Hong Kong (ISOC-HK) and Office of Mr. Sin Chung Kai (OSCK), the member of the Legislative Council (IT Functional Constituency), initiated "Project Net Respect" in mid-March 2008. Through a series of school talks and dissemination of promotional materials of a set of “ICT User's Code of Ethics”, the objective of this Project is to advocate the message of respecting fellow ICT users and to raise public awareness of the legal responsibilities in cyberspace.

TeachToday.eu is a consortium of fourteen leading mobile operators, mobile content providers, social networking companies and internet providers (AOL, BEBO, Buongiorno, Deutsche Telekom /T-Mobile, Facebook, Google, GSMA Europe, Microsoft, MySpace, Orange, 02/Telefonica, Telecom Italia, Vodafone and Yahoo! Europe). The consortium works in collaboration with European Schoolnet, a not-for profit organisation bringing together 28 national ministers of education across Europe and beyond.

Together with a leading organisation in the educational sector, combine their knowledge, experience and technological expertise to address the complex issues raised by young people’s use of current and emerging technologies. The consortium has created a website, TeachToday.eu, to help teachers encourage children and young people to use the internet and mobile technology responsibly and safely whilst protecting their own privacy and personal safety. The site, available in English, Czech, French, German, Italian, Spanish and shortly Polish, offers teachers a wealth of information including includes lesson plans, case studies, reporting procedures, as well as outline policies which are designed to keep them abreast of the changes in communication technology. The website facilitates teachers to guide their pupils to take advantage of the opportunities and avoid the risks arising from the use of new technology.

TeachToday.eu is led by industry, and involves a broad range of stakeholders including education ministries, teacher organizations and unions, parent-teacher associations and schools.

The consortium provides teachers with information they can cascade on to parents and children. It brings together resources from a number of partners working within the coalition including the European Commission’s awareness raising network of national nodes, and presents these in an easily accessible, teacher-friendly context for use both within and outside of schools. It also offers a platform comprising web 2.0 tools for teachers to discuss major issues, exchange information and seek just-in-time solutions to technology-related problems that arise in schools. 

Cyber Peace Initiative, Egypt.

1. Empowering Youth

The proposed training program addresses the topics required to build the ICT capacity of Egyptian youth.
2. Internet Safety for Young People

This track aims at raising awareness on the basic issues of Internet safety among young people and parents. The objectives of this track are being implemented through the establishment of a Youth Focus Group (Net-Aman) and a Parents' Focus Group. Moreover, a number of national and regional events will be held to promote the culture of internet safety, and to identify the roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders in safeguarding young people on the Internet.

As a first step, the Cyber Peace Initiative has organized a national conference on Internet safety issues under the title “Young People in the Internet and Mobile Age: Safe and Empowered!”. The conference, was held in March 2008 at Egypt’s Smart Village, brought together a range of stakeholders to hear about lessons learned from organizations around the world dealing with these issues, as well as youth, library professionals, parents' groups, representatives of the Egyptian government, and professionals from education, industry, media, law enforcement, and civil society sectors. The conference showcased best practices, identified potential hazards, and planed for future action to trigger a national and regional dialogue about safety on the Internet.

3. Youth Peace Camps:

Under this track, an annual gathering for youth will be held, where 500 youth leaders from around the globe will get together and participate in a Peace Youth Camp.  Throughout the week, participants will take part in a dynamic, educational, fun-based camp that promotes cross-cultural, inter-racial, and religious tolerance and understanding.

4. E-Peace Contests:

The Contest is designed to build peace-related online content while fostering good professional, technical and managerial skills. Youth will participate in an annual contest on Human rights, Religious tolerance, Social respect, Cultural understanding, and common history, Peace building, Socially-unifying sports.

5. E-Content Development  for Peace 

The main Objectives of this track is to:

· Encourage the development of digital content in different disciplines and types (audio, video, text). Digital content should demonstrate the coexistence of cultures and the tolerance of different cultures and religions.

· Support the concept of cross-border incubation of IT platforms created by youth to give youth the chance to interact and test their ideas on other societies and cultures. 

· Adopt a youth driven method of work in content creation, which rests on youth teams essentially and constantly update content and platforms to match the pace of socio-political changes in real life and, thus, preserve their relevance and interest to youths. 

· Identify sustainability models for youth created content and platforms, in terms of management structures and funding, in such a way as to preserve the integrity of the platform and allow for its continuity. 

