To: igfcallforinputs2016@intgovforum.org 

Subject: IGF Call for Inputs 2016

Hello

I am from the region where IGF 2015 happened and I bring views from a group of Northeastern Brazilians and also from the Northern regions like the Amazon region. 

Most of us, during the IGF did not have access to internet governance discussions and those who did were not articulated in order to contribute to world debates on the topic. 

A short timeline about the impact of the IGF in our region can give you an overview of what we thought about the event and what are our specific points that we would like addressed in other events. 

***********Before IGF*************

The Northeastern region in Brazil has the highest quantity of states and the oldest cities. All development indexes tend to find it as one of the least developed areas of Brazil and most internet governance debates happened in Rio de Janeiro or São Paulo. The latter also is the home of the Brazilian Steering Committee of the Internet (CGI.br) and the only Brazilian School of Internet Governance, a short annual course on the theme only for those selected. 

*********During IGF***********

Eager to participate, previously registered and funding themselves to the event, many Northeasterns participated in this event. Cristiane Felinto, from João Pessoa, drove to the event taking a leave of absence from her job. Cleo Peres, a law student, gathered colleagues from her university to learn about cyberrights and they filled buses to and from the university to the venue. Many other characters including school students, journalists, artists, professores, joined at the event. 

Also during the event, the idea that internet governance debates were not happening at their universities, offices or schools made those Northeasterns become closer and find a forum that they could communicate with each other and articulate ideas in internet governance. A group called Internet-Nordeste was created in the social network Whatsapp and quickly they organized themselves to be all added and participate on the many IGF venues. 

Another effort that came after the event was the planning of a regional IGF in Rio Grande do Norte. The local law school from the Federal University of the region collaborated in this effort. 

Internet Society Brasil is another organization which gathers Brazilians in the internet governance debate and after the IGF15 many Northeasterns became associated with it and started a movement to regionalise actions of the organization. 

************After the IGF****************

The actions after the IGF happened were a great surprise to our group and we believe of great relevance to the IGF in its forthcoming years. 

For the first time ever, the local group was able to coordinate their views in two presentations in Europe and North America. It is unlikely this would have ever happened if it wasn't for the catalyzing energy in the IGF to ensure the internet as a forum for discussing the future came to be. 

The first presentation was in Internet Freedom Festival, Valencia, Spain. Via Hangout, at least 7 Brazilian states got together to send a presentation proposal on the future of the internet. The second presention was in RightsCon Silicon Valley, USA. There the group reaffirmed their views.

To build this vision for the future, however, it was only natural that the group gathered their neighbors: the Amazon region. How many times was the Amazon region called for an internet governance debate? Who heard them through so many controversies in intellectual property and freedom rights that the internet governance debates bring? According to the groups contacted, they were not heard enough and to know the IGF occurred near them only made them more interested in participating so they became a major part of what we did. The group renamed then to Internet Norte-Nordeste - North-Northeast and they became central to the process.

****Thoughts for the future******

Gathering data from the mobile messaging and social networking groups that these Brazilians participate, there is a need to express thoughts for the future of the IGF. Most important, express thoughts which personify local communities in the global internet governance debate. They want to be actors of change, they want the IGF to involve more people, to impact locally as well as globally. The theme sustainable development can only be taken into account when related to local impact, local development and changes in the community in which the IGF and its regional editions happen.

So taking stock from IGF15 and thinking about the future means to continue involving local communities, those far from the internet governance debates and getting them to interact continuosly. 

These are you first thoughts and we hope to contribute more in the future

Thank you

Renata Aquino Ribeiro

Representant

Internet Norte-Nordeste

