Virtual Multistakeholder Advisory Group Meeting XIII
18 August 2015
Summary report
1.
The thirteenth virtual meeting of the IGF Multistakeholder Advisory
Group (MAG) in the IGF 2015 preparatory process took place on 18 August 2015.
Ambassador Jā nis Kā rkliņ š from Latvia moderated the meeting as Chair of the
MAG and Mr. Chengetai Masango represented the Secretariat. The agenda for the
meeting was to get an update by the Secretariat on the state of preparations, an
update on some of the planning of the main sessions from the MAG facilitator
and to discuss the schedule of the upcoming face-to-face Open Consultations and
MAG meeting in Paris from 2-4.
Update on preparations from Secretariat
2.
The Secretariat reported that a planning mission to Brazil had just taken
place and that preparations were going very smoothly overall. It was reported
that there will be a daily meeting space for delegates to meet after each meeting,
and that transportation to and from the hotels to the venue will be arranged.
Registration will be opened in approximately one week’s time, and after
registration delegates will be able to obtain visa’s. A request was made to the
MAG that if any MAG members were planning any informal gatherings outside of
the meeting area that they please inform the Secretariat ahead of time. The
capacity of the main meeting hall will be approximately 500-600 persons;
however, it might be a bit smaller to make the room more intimate in nature.
3.
It was requested that detailed information for delegates about obtaining
visas, hotels, food and transportation, etc. for delegates should be updated and
visibly posted on the IGF website and host country website. The MAG was also
reminded that much of this information is available already online. A request
was also made to continue outreach to establish more remote hubs around the
world and to gather more volunteers to support remote participation in general.
Contractors working on remote participation for Brazil will be on board in the
coming weeks and will work together with the remote participation working
group and other volunteers on this. It was also reported that two new staff
members had joined the Secretariat in Geneva, an Associate Programme Officer
and an Associate Information Systems Officer.
4..
A question was made about the state of preparations for ‘Day 0’ and it was
reported that no more requests for events on day 0 will be accepted. It was also
reported that printed schedules will be made available for all delegates and that
the Secretariat and host country will work to produce an online schedule/mobile
application for delegates to use to navigate the meeting. In order to print
schedules in a timely fashion ahead of the meeting the Secretariat will need to
collect all information from organizers well ahead of time. Some MAG members
suggested that there could be some additional sponsorship/funding available for
printing schedules and the Secretariat took note and would follow-up on the
feasibility of this.

Update on preparations of the main sessions
5.
Some of the coordinators of main sessions present on the call gave brief
verbal updates on the status of preparations of the respective main sessions.
Other coordinators had already sent written updates to the MAG mailing list.
Fellow MAG members voiced their support and appreciation to the coordinators
of the main sessions and it was said that much work was needed to advance
preparations ahead of the Open Consultations and MAG meeting 2-4 September.
6.
Coordinators were asked to submit their detailed concept
notes/descriptions and plans to the Secretariat and MAG mailing list ahead of the
September meeting. Some open mailing lists to assist preparations have already
been set up by the Secretariat based on MAG requests and the Secretariat will set
up the remaining lists so all sessions have a dedicated mailing list. As always,
main session coordinators were encouraged to arrange their sessions to be
interactive and representative of a diversity of views. Main session guidelines
prepared by the MAG working group on main sessions should be followed when
applicable. The Secretariat will circulate a framework template for all main
session organizers to fill out (as applicable depending on the session) by 30
August so that the MAG can review and take forward the preparations for the
various sessions in a uniform manner. It was noted that it was important for
MAG organizers to coordinate in regards to the selection of speakers for main
sessions so that speakers are not chosen for more than one main session and
that over-laps are avoided.
7.
It was reported by the Chair that invitations had been extended to the cofacilitators of the WSIS+10 review and that an invitation will be sent to the new
President of the General Assembly in September when this new PGA takes office.
8.
There was a good discussion about the concept of MAG or IGF
‘endorsement’ of any outputs or general work presented or discussed
throughout the IGF meeting. There was agreement that this was a sensitive topic
amongst all stakeholders and that it was important that accountability,
communication and transparency well ahead of time and at the IGF itself of all
tracks of work that may be seeking any kind of formal feedback was essential.
The role of the MAG in facilitating these sorts of working processes was also
discussed and there was agreement that further discussion should be taken up
online and at the September meeting.
Agenda for the Paris Open Consultations and MAG Meeting (2-4 September)
9.
The MAG reviewed the draft agenda for the upcoming Open Consultations
and MAG meeting that had been circulated on the mailing list. The main focus of
the meeting will be to move forward programming of the overall meeting
(workshop scheduling, main session preparations, arrangements for remote
participation, etc.) and to also meet face to face to work on the various intersessional documentation together with the broader IGF community using online

participation facilities available. UNESCO delegations will also be invited to join
the meeting being held on their grounds.
Any other business
10.
There was a good discussion about how to handle issues that might arise
on IGF related mailing lists. The Secretariat noted that it had dealt with such
issues in the past and is always prepared to help facilitate and resolve any
problems that might come up on IGF mailing lists. The Secretariat also agreed to
prepare a short set of guidelines for mailing list etiquette that could be posted on
the website and referred to by MAG members or other community members
when problems do come up.
11.
A request was made by some MAG members to the Secretariat and Host
Country to facilitate setting up, if possible, an open space at the IGF venue for
spontaneous interaction and meetings of delegates. The Secretariat and Host
Country took note and will try to accommodate such a space, if feasible.

Annex
List of participants
Chair
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