
 

Date: February 5, 2014 

For the Attention of the Internet Governance Forum Secretariat 

 

We are glad to inform the IGF Secretariat and the global Internet governance stakeholder groups 

that the Persian Internet Governance Forum (PersianIGF) was convened in 2013. The process of 

the formulation of PersianIGF and its objectives are explained below.  

I. A Brief Description of PersianIGF and the preliminary activities: 

The PersianIGF started off with a preliminary online training session and the establishment of the 

PersianIGF website. These activities were initiated by an informal working group on the 

formulation of PersianIGF and the support of IRNIC and TIG. The online training gave a detailed 

explanation of what Internet governance processes are and how participants can engage with IGF.  

In the 8th IGF annual meeting in Bali, Indonesia, the working group held a pre-event to announce 

the formulation of PersianIGF and its future plans. The idea of having a thematic Internet 

governance forum in that region was very well received by the international community.  

In order to formalize the process of PersianIGF, in December 2013, IJMA3 and “Tehran ICT Guild 

- TIG” agreed to co-host and manage the PersianIGF Secretariat.  Both organizations nominated 

Mr. Shahram Soboutipour (Senior Advisor on International Affairs at TIG) and Ms. Farazaneh 

Badie (Former Consultant at the IGF secretariat) in addition to a representative from each 

organization to form all together the PersianIGF secretariat under the umbrella of both 

organization. 

Persian Internet Governance Forum (PersianIGF) is purposed to provide a multi-stakeholder venue 

where different stakeholder groups discuss and exchange knowledge, viewpoints and ideas about 

current and emerging Internet governance issues. PersianIGF is a thematic forum and strives to 

reach out to the Persian speaking community in Afghanistan, Iran and Tajikistan as well as the 

Persian speaking diaspora in other countries. 

II. Objectives and Action Plans: 

1. Identifying the active experts in Internet governance field in the Persian speaking 

community and help shape and enhance the forum.  

http://persianigf.org/
http://persianigf.org/


2. Strengthening the linkages between Persian speaking communities and global Internet 

governance key players.  

3. Raising awareness about emerging issues related to Internet governance in Persian 

speaking communities.  

4. Strategizing the interaction of different stakeholder groups with their global counterparts 

and the global technical community in order to achieve these objectives.  

5. Contributing to critical Internet governance policy fora.  

6. Building and developing new connections with other Internet governance stakeholders 

locally and globally.  

7. Identifying the emerging Internet governance issues in the Persian speaking community.  

8. Developing capacity building programs for the Persian speaking communities by providing 

trainings, workshops, seminars and fellowships  

9. Exchanging knowledge and ideas with other regional and national IGF initiatives as well 

as reporting to the global IGF.  

10. Raising awareness about Internet governance processes in the Persian speaking 

communities.  

11. Strengthening the interaction between the various stakeholder groups within the 

PersianIGF 

12. Establishing the Persian Multi-stakeholder Action Group MAG (P-MAG).  

III. Establishing the P-MAG and holding PersianIGF events 

In February 2014, the secretariat shall launch a call for application addressing all stakeholders to 

apply for the membership of Multi-Stakeholders Action Group (MAG) through nomination online. 

The Stakeholders will be representing the Civil Society, Government, Academia, Private Sector 

and Technical Experts. The MAG structure and internal process will be developed and will be 

completed before the first MAG meeting.  

The first PersianIGF will take place by in 2014 (tentative date August 2014). It will also attempt 

to hold additional P-MAG meetings in Afghanistan, Iran and Tajikistan before IGF 2014. 

Organizations from the Persian speaking communities that are active in Internet governance are 

encouraged to collaborate with the PersianIGF for holding these events. The aim is to encourage 

the Persian speaking community to be more active in IGF 2014 in Turkey. 

Best Regards, 
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