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The Dynamic Coalition on Network Neutrality (DC NN) is led by the belief that the network 

neutrality principle plays an essential role in fostering internet openness, which, in turn, is an 

essential value for the promotion of a competitive market and the full enjoyment of human 

rights.  

 

Proposed Title for the IGF 2014: 

Given the importance of Internet openness, and aware of the concrete risk of balkanisation 

that are currently threatening the open Internet, we would like to propose “Internet 

Governance for Openness: Strengthening Multi-Stakeholder Cooperation for a 

Competitive, Inclusive and Democratic Internet” as a title for the IGF 2014.  

 

Proposed Recommendation-Oriented Mechanism: 

While acknowledging the fundamental role of the IGF as a platform for multi-stakeholder 

dialogue and engagement, we regret that, to date, the mandate of the IGF has not been fully 

implemented, as regards the elaboration of “recommendations”, in addition to “identify[ing] 

emerging issues, bring[ing] them to the attention of the relevant bodies and the general 

public”, as suggested by the Tunis Agenda, para. 72.g. 

In order to fully implement this aspect of the IGF mandate, we suggest to rely on dynamic 

coalitions (DCs) in order to elaborate specific draft-recommendations to be discussed at the 

IGF (during the DCs meetings) and eventually recommended by the IGF itself (during the 

plenary sessions) or by other intergovernmental organisations. The long-term nature of DCs 

lends itself very well to issue-specific discussions and seems particularly well-suited for the 

implementation of a bottom-up, consensus driven effort to elaborate “policy blue-prints”, 

aimed at framing specific issues.  

To this latter extent, we suggest that the work of the DC NN be considered as an example of 

enhanced multi-stakeholder cooperation aimed at the elaboration of such concrete solutions. 

We would like to highlight, in particular, that the DC NN has elaborated, through an open, 

transparent and multi-stakeholder process, a “model framework” on network neutrality, 

which has been subsequently delivered to the Council of Europe (CoE) as a working base for 

the elaboration of a Network Neutrality Recommendation. In doing so, the DC NN has built a 

unique bridge between the IGF dimension and the CoE dimension.  

The DC NN has attempted to transpose the IETF standardisation-process into network 

neutrality policy-making. Indeed, “the structure of the DC NN has intended to reproduce the 

self-organised, bottom-up and collaborative environment characterising Internet-

standardisation bodies [such as the IETF]. Particularly, the creation of an open, inclusive and 

transparent discussion-platform has been considered as a fundamental precondition in order 

http://networkneutrality.info/sources.html


to foster the confrontation of rational arguments that is needed to elaborate efficient 

solutions to safeguard network neutrality”1.  

We suggest that this process be replicated into other policy-areas, in order to elaborate 

“policy-blueprint”, as a result of the cooperative interaction of all involved stakeholders. 

These policy-blueprints could subsequently be recommended or adopted by any other entity 

on the basis of their efficiency and scalability.  

Lastly, we would like to highlight that the DC NN experience should be considered as a 

concrete example of the fact that the current IGF structure and mandate already allow to 

“upgrade” the IGF and no major structural modifications are required.  

 

                                                           
1 See: BELLI L. & VAN BERGEN M., “A Discourse Principle Approach to Network Neutrality: A Model 
Framework and its Application”, in Belli L. DE FILIPPI P. (ed.), The Value of Network Neutrality for 
the Internet of Tomorrow. Report of the Dynamic Coalition on Network Neutrality, October 2013. 
 


