
Submission of Suggestions or Ideas for Issues to be discussed at the 2014 IGF 

Wout de Natris  

 

Dear IGF Secretariat, 

 

As a regular IGF attendee and moderator/presenter (through NLIGF and the London Action 

Plan in which I actively participate as well) I would like to share a few ideas on topics that 

could be a focal point for the upcoming IGF in Istanbul. These ideas follow from topics heard 

in Bali. Others stem from recent more developments and publications. They are not-worked 

out. Just some basic topics and thoughts that are current for 2014. 

 

1. The internet and ICT revolution are associated more and more with the upcoming loss of 

jobs and an end to current Middle Class, with economic decline, etc. Is this true and if so, 

what alternatives can/will the modern world offer? 

 

2. Online services are replacing traditional telephony services more and more. What are 

consequences for investments, to maintenance of networks? Are new investment models, new 

forms of cooperation or integration necessary? 

 

3. Training. There is a huge demand for knowledge, especially in developing countries. Can 

IGF provide a day of selected, very specific trainings? 

 

4. Who's afraid of the internet? When discussing internet governance, striving for an open 

internet, freedom of speech, etc., there is no denying that the internet is felt and seen as a 

major threat by many. How to deal with these fears and how to keep internet governance 

organizations in the present position so that they can remain working in bottom up processes? 

 

5. There often seems a mismatch between the creation of standards and best practices and 

their swift implementation within networks and products. Standards and best practices that 

make the internet and as a consequence the users and societies as whole safer. What is needed 

to drive implementation of standards and best practices forward? 

 

Unfortunately, I will not be in Geneva in two weeks. Still I hope my contribution is 

appreciated and will receive some attention. Of course I am available to answer any questions, 

should you want to. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Wout de Natris 
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