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ENHANCED COOPERATION: HOW TO DO IT? – A possible 
Track throughout the IGF 
 
“Enhanced cooperation” has been an ill-defined expression since the WSIS. At the same time, 
there is growing awareness that:  
 

1) there are many examples of “enhanced cooperations” in practice, allowing various 
stakeholders to coalesce around their issues of common interest to find operational 
solutions, and  

2) the development of the Internet governance ecosystem to handle non-technical issues 
(such as jurisdiction questions, freedom of expression, privacy, cybercrime, etc… ) will 
require the development of more such issue-based networks of actors to produce 
corresponding regimes.  

 
The Sao Paulo meeting in April will address the issue of Internet governance principles, which will 
likely include the question how to develop enhanced cooperation mechanisms; likewise, the 
Working Group on Enhanced Cooperation will have produced its recommendations before the 
IGF in Istanbul. As each year, the IGF will have numerous workshops addressing issues that could 
be handled through enhanced cooperation mechanisms, should there be a common understanding 
on how to create them.  
 
In this context, time has come for the IGF, as it tries to produce more concrete outcomes, to 
encourage discussions on how to operationalize enhanced cooperation in various arenas. We 
believe this could be a crosscutting theme used to:  
 

1) encourage relevant workshop organizers to identify existing or possible cooperation 
mechanisms in their respective areas,  

2) highlight these efforts in the Taking Stock session, and  
3) encourage the organization of a pre-event or a workshop on the topic of 

operationalizing this notion and clarifying the principles for effectively implementing 
it.  

 
As an illustration of the approach, at the IGF 2013, the Internet & Jurisdiction Project pioneered 
the identification of a Track composed of more than 30 workshops dealing with the multiple 
facets of the tension between the cross-border Internet and national jurisdictions. A pre-event 
allowed the different organizers to present their workshops and foster synergies between them. A 
Track-guide helped participants navigate the entire IGF. Organizers and participants confirmed 
the usefulness of such a Track with a pre-event and guide and we believe that a similar approach 
could be explored for “enhanced cooperation” in general this year.  
 


