
Input from IFLA for issues to be discussed at the 2014 IGF 

 

Dear Colleagues 

 

On behalf of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) I 

am pleased to share with you a number of suggestions for issues to be discussed at the IGF. 

 

1.       The role of the Internet in supporting development. IFLA, along with many other 

stakeholders at the IGF, is actively involved in both the WSIS+10 review process and the 

formation of the new post-2015 development agenda. As a participant in both of these 

processes, we note a lack of communication between the UN agencies in New York and 

Geneva/Paris regarding how one might impact the other. Within the post-2015 discussions 

there is presently very little mention of the role that the Internet plays in supporting 

development, while the discussions taking place within Internet Governance circles do not 

seem fully aware that a new development framework is being discussed, and the 

ramifications of this for the IGF. IFLA suggests that the IGF 2014 make an effort to discuss 

Internet governance in development terms, both in explicit discussions of how the Internet 

can contribute towards supporting the new Sustainable Development Goals that will be the 

centrepiece of the post-2015 framework, and also what role Internet Governance, and the IGF 

should play in the framework. 

 

2.       IG in a broader context. Connected to 1., IFLA would like to see the 2014 IGF take a 

moment to consider exactly how many IG-related processes are currently in play and how 

they all relate to each other. Post-2015 and WSIS+10 are just two - we also have the Brazil 

meeting in April, and the Global Commission on Internet Governance, along with proposed 

NSA reform in the US. It would be helpful for us to have a discussion about how all of these 

fit together/affect each other so that the global IG environment can be properly mapped going 

into 2015. 

 

3.       Professional ethics in post-Snowden Internet Governance. Connected to 2., IFLA 

would support further discussion of the post-Snowden environment at the IGF 2014 in order 

to assess emerging trends in personal online security, online surveillance and the citizen-state 

relationship. In particular, as an organization representing over 500,000 information 

professionals, we would be keen to talk about the roles and responsibilities of Internet 

professionals (i.e. professionals who work with the Internet on a day to day basis) in the post-

Snowden environment. What obligations do we have to our users/customers with regards to 

their private data, or information-seeking choices? How are human rights (and the national 

and international frameworks they are located in) affected in the new environment? 

 

4.       Intellectual property. IFLA wishes to see intellectual property kept firmly on the 

agenda of the 2014 IGF, and an emphasis placed on discussions that look at copyright reform 

on an international level. The cross-border nature of the Internet is extremely problematic to 



address in national and even regional copyright reform and it is not clear if policymakers are 

being - or feel able to be - bold enough when considering actions that need to be taken to 

produce copyright frameworks that accept the way that people now access, use, share and re-

use digital information. Full and frank discussion of the major roadblocks to international 

copyright reform should be on the table at the 2014 IGF, perhaps discussed following clear 

presentations by interested stakeholders on the international frameworks they would like to 

see implemented. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Stuart Hamilton 

Director of Policy and Advocacy 

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) 


