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The introduction of new TLDs is a key subject within ICANN and of great importance for the future of the management of Critical Internet Resources (CIR) in general and the development of the Domain Name System (DNS) in particular. At the recent ICANN meeting in Los Angeles (November 2007), the GNSO adopted a number of principles and policies which will lead to a broadening of the domain name space. Among other issues, which are still the subject of discussion, are gTLDs with a geographical reference like cities, regions or whole continents. Some had been already adopted - like .eu, .asia or .cat - other are in the pipeline - like .berlin, .nyc, .paris, .africa, .lac .sco etc. 

The workoshop turned to become the first summit of GEO-TLD projects which have references to a geographic name, to a city, a region, or some other geographical or geopolitical affiliation. The workshop presented existing and emerging cases and heard also comments from different constituencies like public administrations, users and business. More than 130 participants joined the workshop.

In the first section, the following panellists presented the already existing experiences with GEO-TLDs. This included 

· Werner Staub for .cat

· Giovanni Seppiae for .eu and 

· Ching Chiao for .asia

Each of the three cases is different (.eu is for instance a ccTLD) but all three panellists reported about similar experiences: Registrants use the domain to get a special identity linked to the specific geographical region. In the case of .eu the growth rate is still high and they have now nearly three millions registered names. In the case of .cat the panellist underlined that this domain is of special importance for cultural development and stimulated the production of websites in catalan language. The case of .asia is still in its infant stage and the panelist reported more about planes than concrete experiences-

In the second section, the following panellists presented the projects:

· Thomas Loewenhaupt for .nyc

· Sebastian Bacholet for .paris

· Dirk Kirschenowski for .berlin

· Nii Quanor for .africa

· Tony Harris for .lac

· Olga Cavali for .mercusor

· Werner Staub for .ga, .cym, .eus and .bzh

The presentation was like a “catwalk” where the promoters of the new projects explained the special value their new gTLD will have and with which innovation they want to offer more and better services to Internet users. In the discussion it became clear that so-called GEO-TLD will offer special opportunities for cultural branding of cities and regions and will offer also new business opportunities for local small and medium enterprises.    

In the final section Internet users groups presented their views. This included 

· Anette Muehlberg for the Internet Users

· Dean Ceulic for the business community
Peter ter Reh, spokesperson fo the German association of local authorities was invited to present the view of Public Administrations but was unable to participate. Also Soulezman Oumtanga for developing countries was unable to participate. 
In the discussion the panellists underlined that GEO-TLDs will offer new opportunities both for individual as well as for institutional Internet Users to get a geographically based identity in the Web. Critical points were raised with regard to risks of misuse of public and well know geographical names of cities and regions by unauthorized people without anly linkage to the relevant public administrations. Discussants referred to the GAC gTLD and ccTLD principles where the governments have made clear that the allocation of geographical names as TLDs is possible but needs the acceptance of the relevant local or regional public authority. Porject presenters stresses that such a mechanism can be included in the ICANN call and the following bidding process which would guarantee an involvement of relevant authorities into the process. Conflicts could be settled, on a case by case basis, be the planned dispute resolution mechanism. The argument that GEO-TLDs would lead to more consumer confusion was rejected. In contrary, new TLDs would give consumers more choices. 

The workshop was Wolfgang Kleinwaechter, University of Aarhus and Board Member of Medienstadt Leipzig e.V., an accredited At Large Structure under ICANN.  
As a summary the following four messages can be sent out from this workshop to the global Internet community: 

1. There is a growing wave of projects for new TLDs which have geographical element in it.  And this is seen as a new opportunity for global cultural branding and for the stimulation of new local business and for giving the consumer more choices. 
2. GeoTLDs would enrich the domain name system, would introduce a new elements in the DNS and would give users more choice. 
3. ICANN should speed up its procedures and to open the door for the accreditation of new gTLDs as soon as possible and to include GeoTLDs into this process. 
4. Public Policy interests, raised by relevant public institutions, have to be taken into account adequately but should not prevent to move forward

The workshop was organized by Medienstadt Leipzig e.V (an accredited At Large Structure under ICANN) in cooperation with ECO (the German Internet Business Association), EURALO and Eurocities.
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