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Information Technology Association of America (ITAA)

Input on Internet Governance Forum
IGF Rio 2007 and Plans for IGF New Delhi 2008

Preliminary Comments
ITAA thanks the Executive Secretariat, Chair, co-Chair, and supporters of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) for the opportunity to provide input and consultation on the success of the 2nd IGF in Rio de Janeiro, and on the topics and structure for the upcoming IGF in India.  These comments are provided as a preliminary overview in advance of more detailed comments being developed among our membership. We take this opportunity to recognize the work of the Executive Secretariat, the Chair, and the Government of Brazil for their efforts to ensure a well-attended and successful IGF 2007. 
IGF: a unique multi stakeholder forum:

ITAA remains committed to the IGF as a unique multistakeholder forum with equal participation by all, and to maintaining the IGF as a venue where ideas, experiences, expertise, challenges and problems can be discussed and debated in an open manner.  As such, we look forward to our continued input and participation on behalf of our members in the Information Technology industry.  
Importance of the consultation process: 

We commend the Secretariat and IGF Chair for establishing early on the format and schedule for the consultation and planning process for IGF 2008.  The scheduling of an early debrief/planning meeting in February, a mid year session in April or May, and a final session in September, with the IGF in November or early December provides for ample planning and could provide an effective practice going forward
Appreciation for the successful RIO IGF:

We applaud the successful, well-organized, and effectively hosted IGF in Rio. We understand that attendance at Rio was around 2,000 people – drawn from the very diversity of geography, culture, experiences, and sectors that we have all envisioned as the core underpinning to the IGF – multi stakeholder participation on an equal basis. We also acknowledge the work of the Brazilian hosts in their efforts to ensure their region was well represented and all participants were welcome.  
ITAA continues to support a reflection of the four key themes, supplemented by pertinent issues as agreed by the broader community, for dialogue and discussion during the IGF events.  We appreciated the open and informative discussions on Critical Internet Resources (CIR) and the interesting discussions during the ‘Emerging Issues” sessions. It is this very openness to engaging on topics that makes the IGF a critical space where all stakeholders can come together to engage in frank and productive dialogue. It is critical to the success of the IGF to maintain its non-negotiating nature so that such open and candid dialogue can continue. 
In addition, we continue to support the informative and educational aspects of the IGF as a positive contribution.  The role of the Internet in economic development and the importance of capacity building (i.e. in identifying initiatives that assist in bringing Internet access to developing countries) should remain among the key priorities for discussion for the IGF in all its sessions. 

Forthcoming comments:

ITAA members have a number of additional observations based on the RIO IGF experience, including the role of the co-chair; the need to ensure the ability for affordable participation; the rotation/changes in the Advisory Group, and the goal of increased transparency while also ensuring productive and pragmatic interaction within the Advisory Group, among other issues.  We will provide more detailed comments on these issues for the February 26th open consultation, and we expect to have an ITAA representative in Geneva to articulate our views. 

We thank you and Chairman Desai for your continued commitment to ensuring that the voices of all stakeholders are heard and taken into account in the IGF’s activities. We look forward to working with you to ensure the success of the IGF in India in December, 2008. 
Liesyl I. Franz

Vice President for Information Security Programs and Global Public Policy

Information Technology Association of America

cc: 
Ms. Marilyn Cade

Chair, ITAA Global Public Policy Committee

Mr. David Olive
Vice Chair, ITAA Global Public Policy Committee
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