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The United States takes the opportunity afforded by the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) Secretariat to submit comments and views on the second meeting of the IGF in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in November 2007, and make suggestions with regard to the preparation of the third meeting in New Delhi, India in December 2008.  The United States wishes to congratulate Brazil for its successful hosting of the IGF meeting in Rio de Janeiro.  We also take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the IGF Secretariat.
We recall that the establishment of the IGF was one of the key outputs of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) where world leaders asked the United Nations (UN) Secretary-General, in an open and inclusive process, to convene this new multi-stakeholder policy dialogue as well as to report to the UN Member States periodically on the operation of the Forum.  The United States reiterates its commitment to the results of the WSIS, and in particular to the convening of the IGF.  In order for the IGF to realize its full potential, we believe that it is critical to ensure that all stakeholders from the Internet community continue to participate in the event and its planning.
The IGF should offer an opportunity for leading Internet experts from around the world to share experiences and offer visions that support the continued evolution and expansion of the Internet. Consequently, the use of information and communications technologies to advance communications infrastructure development is an essential part of these discussions.  Topics such as the free flow of information, capacity building, expanded Internet access, cybersecurity, spam and privacy continue to be key items on the IGF agenda.  
The United States continues to believe that the IGF should be a truly multi-stakeholder event; therefore, it is important that processes and procedures be as transparent as possible.  Attendance and participation in the IGF should be open to a broad array of stakeholders, including governments, business entities, civil society, scientists and inter-governmental organizations.  We note the WSIS Tunis conclusion that the IGF should have a “lightweight and decentralized” structure, which we understand to mean that the IGF should be minimal in terms of procedures and should avoid burdensome preparatory processes.
The secretariat should continue to be small, with the mission to support the smooth functioning of the IGF and to facilitate broad participation in the event.  Finally, maintaining the multi-stakeholder bureau is extremely important to act as a program committee and to offer input as to discussion, topics, speakers and format.

The promise of the IGF - an open and inclusive dialogue among all stakeholders of the international Internet community to discuss critical issues concerning the future of the Internet - is viewed by the United States as a positive development.  We fully support the WSIS Tunis conclusion that the IGF “would be constituted as a neutral, non-duplicative, and non-binding process.”

We look forward to the successful third meeting of the IGF in New Delhi, India in December 2008.

