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INTRODUCTION 

IGF MKD (Internet Governance Forum for the Republic of North Macedonia) is an open, 
inclusive and informal space for dialogue on Internet governance issues between all 
stakeholders in the Macedonian society (government, parliamentarians, private sector, 
civil society and the technical community, education, media, end users, etc.)  and  is 
aimed to  raise awareness and promote a better understanding of Internet governance 
among all stakeholders,  to build or strengthen the capacity of these stakeholders to 
actively participate in national Internet governance processes , to facilitate multi 
stakeholder discussions, exchanges and collaboration on Internet-related issues that 
are of particular concern at national level , allowing all stakeholders to participate as 
equals and to contribute in creating linkages between the Internet governance realities 
in the region (http://www.seedig.net/)  and the pan-European (https://www.eurodig.org/) 
and the global Internet governance processes – global IGF – 
(http://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/). 

The national IGF MK initiative should contribute to raising awareness and promotion of 
the multistakeholder approach as a new form of participatory democracy, fostering a 
dialogue between all stakeholders. This multi stakeholder approach should influence the 
nature of Internet governance in the Republic of North Macedonia and create 
cooperative models of regulation. 

The Internet Governance Forum IGF MKD is aimed at addressing issues such as free 
access, infrastructure, quality of services, local content and local apps, cyber security, 
online safety, policy and regulatory environment and community engagement. It is 
bringing diverse stakeholders under a single platform to discuss challenges and 
propose solutions. 

IGF MKD aims to function as a process which includes an annual meeting and the 
related preparatory steps, as well as inter-sessional activities (such as webinars and 
surveys). This process is planned and run in a bottom-up, open and transparent 
manner, by the IGF MKD community – a multistakeholder group of individuals. This 
group is continuously expanding and anyone interested is welcome to join at any time. 

Coordination of IGF MKD activities is done by a coordinating body, also 
multistakeholder diverse. 
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IGF MKD 2024 FORUM 

The 7th Internet Governance Forum (IGF MKD 2024) brought together experts and 
stakeholders to explore the latest developments in digital transformation, artificial 
intelligence, online threats—particularly in education—and the gender gap in 
cybersecurity. This year’s forum placed a strong focus on education and cybersecurity, 
providing a platform for insightful discussions and knowledge sharing. 

The event took place at the Netaville Amphitheater on December 4, 2024, from 10:30 to 
15:00, with in-person participation only. The agenda featured four panel discussions and 
two presentations, including a research paper by students. The forum opened with 
welcoming remarks from Lise Fuhr, CEO of GEANT and a member of the UN Internet 
Governance Forum Leadership Panel. In total, 15 speakers and four moderators from 
industry, academia, government, and civil society contributed to the discussions. 

The forum registered 66 participants, with 43 attending in person. Notably, half of the 
attendees were young people, including university students, young professionals, and 
high school students, reflecting strong youth engagement in internet governance 
discussions. 

The event was organized in collaboration with key partners: SmartUp - Social 
Innovation Lab, ELSA North Macedonia, Global Shapers Skopje Hub, the Faculty of 
Computer Science and Engineering - Skopje, and AI Legal - Law Firm. Their support 
helped curate a dynamic agenda, foster interactive discussions, and ensure a 
well-represented dialogue on internet-related topics in North Macedonia. 

All of the presentations were recorded and uploaded to the IGF MKD YouTube channel. 
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CONCLUSION 

Overall, IGF MKD 2024 successfully fostered meaningful discussions on key internet 
governance topics, with a particular emphasis on education and cybersecurity. The 
diverse lineup of speakers and moderators, combined with an engaged audience, 
created a dynamic and interactive environment. The strong participation of young 
people highlighted the growing interest in digital governance among future 
professionals. Through collaboration with key partners, the forum provided valuable 
insights, actionable takeaways, and a platform for knowledge exchange. With all 
presentations recorded and available on the IGF MKD YouTube channel, the 
discussions and expertise shared at the event will continue to reach a wider audience, 
reinforcing the importance of inclusive dialogue on internet-related challenges and 
opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

IGF MKD 

www.igfmkd.mk 

info@igfmkd.mk 
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