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A4AI’S ‘1 FOR 2’ AFFORDABILITY STANDARD
1GB OF MOBILE BROADBAND SHOULD NOT COST MORE

THAN 2% OF AVERAGE MONTHLY INCOME



Why do we need a new definition?

UNDERWHELMING 
DEFINITION

Current UN definition: internet access from any location/device within 
the last three months.

INSUFFICIENT 
BINARY

Civil society stopgaps: Increasing number of reports and statements 
referring to ‘meaningful access’ as something more. No precise 
definition.

ILLUSION OF 
COVERAGE

Digital divide: Without a better definition and better measures, risk 
perpetuating digital inequalities.



DEFINITION FOUNDATIONS
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To enable policy 
ambitions.

To track 
progress in 

connectivity.

To reflect the 
needs of 

internet users.

To measure and 
close the digital 

gender gap.

To exclude 
artificial 

restrictions.

 

No artificial restrictions, whether economic or political
(like platform zero-rating or censorship) on internet access
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  Dimensions of meaningful connectivity

SUFFICIENT SPEED

4G MOBILE CONNECTION

A SMART DEVICE

SMARTPHONE ACCESS

SUFFICIENT DATA

UNLIMITED CONNECTION
AT HOME OR PLACE OF 

WORK/STUDY

SUFFICIENT RELEVANCE

DAILY INTERNET USE

 



Some considerations and asks: 
● We now measure affordability and have a framework for meaningful 

connectivity, but there is no agreed standard and measuring framework for 
other elements of Meaningful Access

● How would you measure the social environment elements of ‘meaningful 
access’, including skills, content, language, rights?
○ We are calling for inputs/cases/stories that illustrate these 

elements in an attempt to document them and start developing a 
clear definition and measurement framework

● The upcoming sessions under the UAMC theme should shed light on 
these questions: sessions lead by EU, APC, Nupef, and others look at 
definitions, barriers, cases and more.




