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At a Glance

* Open call during five weeks via
an IGF online submission system

232 644 1022

Selected Selected

* Promoted amongst IGF 2025
participants, via IGF maliling lists,

Stakeholders soclal media channels and website
Themes Issues

* List of eleven themes, each being
assigned a set of specific issues

- - % - - — % . .
Personal capacity — 36 On behalf of organizations — 64  The call included a comment section

60 % Men 39% Women  All received thematic input is
avallable on the IGF website



https://www.intgovforum.org/en/igf-2026-proposed-issues
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Regional Groups
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Overview

Artificial Intelligence
Cybersecurity and Trust
Data Governance

Universal Access & Connectivity
Rights and Freedoms

Digital Cooperation
Environmental Sustainability
Emerging Technologies
Economic Issues

Media and Content
Technical & Operational

Percentage (%)
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Top 5 Themes per Region

Africa Asia Pacific Eastern Europe
Percentage (%) Percentage (%) Percentage (%)

Artificial Intelligence 26,8 Cybersecurity and Trust h 13,3 Digital Cooperation H 18,2
Cybersecurity and Trust 14,7 Data Governance 12,7 i

i N Data Governance 18,2
Data Governance 13,9 Artificial Intelligence NN 12,1 .

. ] _ ] Universal Access 18,2
Rights and Freedoms [N 0,1 Universal Access 11,6 |

Universal Access | 7 Rights and Freedoms * 11 Rights and Freedoms NN 18,2
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Artificial Intelligence H 20,6 Artificial Intelligence ﬁ 16,5
Environmental... [N 11,8 DIEIE] CoepErEitel | =

5 Cybersecurity NG 13,2
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Cybersecurity F 10,3 Rights and Freedoms | 116
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Top 5 Themes per Stakeholders

Civil Society
Percentage (%)

Artificial Intelligence... 18,56
Rights and Freedoms
Universal Access and...

Data Governance

Cybersecurity and Trust
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Artificial Intelligence

Al ethics and human rights
Al risks

Al, data, and knowledge

Al design and development
Al capacity development

Al applications and solutions

Al technology

Percentage (%)
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Cybersecurity and Trust

Percentage (%)
0 5 10

Child online safety  |m—"————————————— e ) 5 O

Cyber attacks and cyber conflic:  mm—————— e ) 5 O
Cybersecurity practices N |

Trust and accountability measures T ——————— | 7 6
Disinformation | —————— ]

Legal and regulatory issues —————— ] 2 O

Data trust-building —— sss—————— ] 2 9

Cyber-diplomacy *11,8
Internet fragmentation S ————— O 4

Hate speech m—— 7
Algorithms [A
Internet of Things 4 7

Encryption | 3
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Data Governance

Data privacy and protection
Data free flow

Data localisation

Big Data

Open Data

International data spaces
Data services

Data minimization

5,3

Percentage (%)
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Universal Access and Meaningful Connectivity

Percentage (%)

Access and CONNECtivity | S S e 37 3

Digital inclusion | 23,9
Accessibility IS 179
Capacity development | 16,4
Marginalized & vulnerable groups IEEEEETEEEEE—————— 13 4
Youth engagement | 11,9
Community networks EES—— O
Multilingualism EEEE——— 7 5

Gender inclusion EEE—— 8 6

Open access | 45

Libraries |0
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Rights and Freedoms

Percentage (%)

Freedom of expression

Digital rights

Civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights
Human rights

Democracy

Gender rights and freedoms

Digital citizenship

Societal challenges

Digital identity

Privacy

Jurisdiction and dispute resolution
Children's rights online
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Digital Cooperation

Percentage (%)
Multistakeholderism and multidisciplinarity “ 44,6
IGF organization and role |GGG © 6.8
International cooperation on data |IIIINEGEGGEGENEGEGEN 2 5
Broadening stakeholder engagement in Internet... NG 21,4
Digital ethics [N 17,9
Cross-border cooperation |IENEEEE 12,5
Peacetech | 7,1

Crisis response 1,8
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Climate change

Climate digital technologies
Sustainable development
E-waste

Environmental data

Food & water security
Circularity and transparency

Supply chain

Selected Issues

Percentage (%)
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Emerging Technologies and Innovation

Percentage (%)
Data sharing and research |1 —— 3G, 4

Internet of Things  — e 3 ] S
Smart cities I ] 3 O

5G m—— 11,4
Quantum computing T —— 1,4
Digital object architecture T ——— 11,4
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Robotics
Biometrics 4 5
Cryptocurrency 4 5
/] 5
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Future of Work | 2 3 O

Digital literacy
E-commerce and e-trade
Business models online
Digital health

Digital competition
E-education
E-Government

Markets

Over-the-top services
Taxation

Selected Issues

Economic Issues and Development
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Media and Content

Percentage (%)

Content policy and regulation

Misinformation

Local content

Citizen journalism 16,7
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Technical and Operational Topics

Percentage (%)
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Internet protocols |G, 5
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Top 15 Selected Issues
Number of Issue Selections
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Additional Input

 Stronger focus on implementation: Shift from dialogue to actionable outcomes, including policy
toolkits, measurable commitments, and real-world impact

- DPI and Technical infrastructure relevance: Emphasis on digital identity, interoperability, resilient public
systems, renewed focus on DNS, & Internet fragmentation

 Global South & fragile contexts: Need for solutions adapted to low-resource environments, including
Infrastructure, capacity, and language gaps, greater attention to marginalized groups

« Advancing Al governance: Beyond ethics, addressing bias, accountability, real-world deployment, &
institutional use (e.g. judiciary)

- Enhancing IGF impact & continuity: Calls for stronger links between global IGF and NRIs, multi-year
thematic focus, and implementation follow-up

« Media ecosystem & platform governance: Growing concerns around misinformation, power of digital
platforms, & protection of media freedom

 Youth, children & digital well-being: Focus on safe, inclusive digital environments & Al literacy for
younger users

 Sustainability & digital footprint: Addressing environmental impact of Al, data infrastructure, and e-
waste



Governance
Forum

IﬁFInternet COmment SeCtiOn

IGF's Contribution to Major Global Initiatives

* Improve integration, continuity and follow-up with global processes & UN reporting mechanisms by
developing ongoing tracking, annual progress reviews, and multi-year thematic coherence.

Move beyond discussions to support practical, measurable outcomes aligned with WSIS Action Lines,
GDC commitments, & SDGs.

Position IGF as a space to track progress, assess commitments, identify gaps across digital initiatives.
PNs, BPFs, & DCs should produce toolkits, best practices, and implementation guidance.

Leverage NRIs for local implementation translating global commitments into local action.

Position IGF as a "knowledge-to-action” platform connecting policy, technical expertise, and on-the-
ground solutions.
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Format &
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Participation
& Inclusion

Programme
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Comment Section

Overall Format and Design of the IGF

Strong preference to emphasize implementation, impact, and accountability
Frequent mentions of trust, resilience, and sustainable digital futures
Recognition of a critical global moment (Al, fragmentation, geopolitical tensions)
Calls for human-centric and Global South—inclusive framing

Core priority areas: Al governance (more practical/operational focus), Digital inclusion & connectivity, Cybersecurity, trust &
resilience, Data governance & cross-border cooperation, Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)

Emerging / suggested additions: Al infrastructure & economics (compute, energy), Climate & sustainability / “green digital”,
Judiciary & institutional roles, Youth, children, and vulnerable groups

Shift toward more interactive and action-oriented formats: Policy labs, roundtables, simulations, implementation workshops
Demand for fewer but deeper sessions (reduce duplication & overlap)

Stronger integration across tracks and session types (less fragmentation)

Calls for evidence-based and solution-focused discussions (not just panels)

Greater inclusion of: Youth, Global South, marginalized communities, indigenous, rural, and underrepresented voices
Improve multilingual access (through Al?) and accessibility
Encourage intergenerational and cross-stakeholder dialogue

Better link between: Annual meeting <> intersessional work and Global IGF €< NRIs (bottom-up inputs)
Suggestions for: Multi-year themes for continuity, a dedicated track that focuses on implementation, new formats (thematic
days, innovation labs...)
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