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Y Community  Leaders  for  Internet  Advocacy bui lds  upon

the work  of  Open Internet  for  Democracy Leaders  by
engaging in  the pr inc ip les  of  a  democrat ic  internet  and
adapt ing the Open Internet  for  Democracy Advocacy
Playbook.  The Community  Leaders  for  Internet  Advocacy
are  young leaders  f rom underrepresented communit ies
who are  us ing the internet  for  advocacy and democrat ic
part ic ipat ion.

Program Outcomes

Provided 6  weeks of  onl ine  t ra in ing inc luding t ra in ing
webinars  on internet  advocacy to  7  youth f rom 6
countr ies  
Matched  7  mentors  to  support  the  open leadership
journey of  our  community  leaders  whose community - led
projects  address internet  advocacy issues re lat ing to
Freedom of  Expression ,  Freedom of  Assembly  and
Associat ion ,  Accessib i l i ty ,  Pr ivacy  and Data Protect ion ,
Personal  Safety  and Secur i ty ,  Inc lus ion ,  Network
Equal i ty ,  Standards ,  and Governance
Curated 6  s tor ies  that  spot l ight  local  internet  heal th
issues f rom underrepresented communit ies

https://openinternet.global/resources/open-internet-playbook
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4 weeks online
course learning
and 4 webinars

3 weeks online
buddy-system and
peer learning

2 weeks of 1-on-1
mentorship with
industry expert

1 final pitch deck of
community leaders
projects



Community Leaders for Internet Advocacy builds upon the work of Open Internet for Democracy
Leaders by engaging in the principles of a democratic internet and adapting the Open Internet
for Democracy Advocacy Playbook.

The first phase of the program encompassed 4 weeks of online course learning on the Digital
Grassroots Moodle platform. Every week participants explored a particular topic and
competence area related to digital activism.

Each module was complemented by a 1-hour webinar where participants had an opportunity to
exchange experiences, ideas, and discuss module topics with the project leads. Two webinars
featured guest speakers: 

Program Objectives

01 Raise awareness on internet advocacy in local communities to enable
grassroots communities to share their internet advocacy experiences by
connecting youth community leaders to the Open Internet for Democracy
Advocacy Playbook;
Support open leadership for community-driven projects through
mentorship with internet advocacy experts;
Produce an Internet Advocacy Report with guidance from Open Internet
for Democracy Initiative team.

Program Summary

Program Content

02 Week 1: Democratic Principles for an Open Internet
Week 2: Coalition Building for Internet Advocacy
Week 3: Advocacy Approaches (part I)
Week 4: Advocacy Approaches (part II)

Expert Guest Speakers

03 Sarah Moulton, Open Internet for Democracy: Open Internet for
Democracy Playbook
Solana Larson, Mozilla Foundation: Internet Health Report

The second phase of the program focused on 2-week project implementation and mentorship.
As part of the mentorship, participants were required to implement the Communications
Strategy they developed in Week 4 of the program. Participants were also matched with one or
two industry experts based on their specified areas of interest for mentorship. Through virtual
meetings participants connected with the mentor to obtain desired support for their internet
advocacy community project.

The culmination of the program was a pitch deck, where participants presented the projects they
had been working on during the last 2 weeks of the program.



AUBIN  ZOH ,  COTE  D ' IVOIRE

Expertise:  Digital marketing. Project management. Web development
(CMS). Blogging. Digital Rights.

Aubin  is  a  youth leader  passionate  about  Dig i ta l  inc lus ion
and r ights .  He is  co-founder  and Vice-President  of  LEAD+
AFRICA (www. leadplusafr ica.org) ,  a  pan-Afr ican NGO that
a ims to  be a  spr ingboard for  the youth capaci ty  bui ld ing
for  the i r  empowerment  and involvement  in  the economic
and socia l  development  of  the i r  community .

Aubin  graduated in  Computer  sc ience and is  an emerging
Afr ican Dig i ta l  market ing Expert  and Tech b logger .  He
wants  to  focus h is  advocacy on Chi ld  Onl ine  Protect ion in
Afr ica.  He is  a lso a  Internet  Society  2018 Youth@IGF
fel low,  Yal i  RLC Accra Alumnus,  D ig i ta l  Grassroot
Amabassador  and Tra iner ,  V ice-President  of  Youth IGF
Cote d ' Ivo i re ,  member  of  Cote  d ' Ivo i re  Internet  Society .

Child Online Protection in Africa

The pro ject  is  open to  partnerships for  maximum impact
across the cont inent .  F inancia l  and logist ica l  support  would
also be welcomed as the pro ject ’s  team is  p lanning physical
awareness tours  in  schools ,  communit ies  and parents '
associat ions.  The pro ject ’s  v isuals  can be shared to  ampl i fy
awareness.

PAGE 8 Watch Aubin's project pitch deck: https://youtu.be/xYywEKVbBuo  

http://www.leadplusafrica.org/
https://youtu.be/xYywEKVbBuo
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Whi le  the internet  and socia l  media  p lay  an increasingly
important  ro le  in  our  society ,  the  p lace of  ch i ldren in  th is
"v i r tual "  wor ld  is  st i l l  very  vague.

Because of  the power  of  socia l  media ,  i t 's  not  uncommon for
young people  to  connect  wi th  people  they 've  never  met .
Chi ldren face a  wide range of  r isks when using the internet .
These r isks are  somet imes threats  to  the i r  secur i ty  or  pr ivacy.
Chi ldren need specia l  protect ion when they  are  onl ine  and
must  learn  to  avoid  dangers  and make the best  use of  the
internet .

The Chi ld  Onl ine  Protect ion program is  an in i t iat ive  of  the NGO
LEAD + AFRICA to  enable  Afr ican chi ldren to  become
responsib le  d ig i ta l  c i t izens under  the assistance of  the i r
parents  educated for  th is  purpose.

The program's  mission is  to  engage chi ldren in  responsib le  use
of  the internet  and to  inst i l l  not ions of  d ig i ta l  c i t izens to
parents  to  ensure  the protect ion of  the i r  ch i ldren onl ine.



DAVID  ARAGORT ,  VENEZUELA

Expertise: Effective communication. Information Analysis Processing.
Problem Solving.

David  graduated f rom the S imón Bol ívar  Univers i ty  (USB) .
He is  a  Dig i ta l  secur i ty  t ra iner  of  journal ists ,  human r ights
defenders ,  socia l  act iv ists  and pol i t ica l  leaders  in  Lat in
Amer ica ,  speci f ica l ly  countr ies  wi th  a  repressive  context
such as Venezuela  and Cuba,  and other  countr ies  in  the
region such as Colombia and Brazi l .  David  has more than 4
years  of  exper ience work ing in  Dig i ta l  Communicat ions
and 7  years  of  exper ience in  Civ i l  Society  Organizat ions.

Public Campaign against the Law of
Cyberspace

The "Law of  Cyberspace"  hasn ' t
been d iscussed yet  by  Venezuela 's
Nat ional  Assembly .  Despi tes  th is ,  at
RedesAyuda we 've  been f i l ing  publ ic
informat ion requests  to  learn  more
about  the b i l l .  Meanwhi le  we 've
been document ing and denouncing
the cases in  which d ig i ta l  r ights
were at tacked or  cr iminal ized by  the
Venezuelan regime in  our  annual
publ ic  report  "Conf ined Voices 2.0" ,
avai lable  in  Spanish and Engl ish  at :
https://redesayuda.org/ informe2020/  
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Watch David's project pitch deck: https://youtu.be/UI4rFi_SK7M  

https://redesayuda.org/informe2020/
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The Venezuelan regime is  promot ing a  new bi l l  through the
i l leg i t imate Nat ional  Assembly  cal led “Law of  Cyberspace” ,  to
regulate  the act iv i ty  of  c i t izens on the Internet  and create  a
regulatory  f ramework to  prosecute  pol i t ica l  d iss idents  for  the i r
posts  on d ig i ta l  p lat forms l ike  socia l  media  and more.  

At  the same t ime,  i t  is  worth  not ing that  in  the current  context ,
the  pol i t ica l  factors  that  have h istor ica l ly  he lped c iv i l  society
to  organize to  confront  the regime do not  have the support  and
trust  of  the  c i t izens ;  and c iv i l  organizat ions such as NGOs do
not  have the st rength or  resources to  do i t  a lone.  One of  the
possib le  solut ions to  th is  issue can come f rom c i t izen
pressure  to  stop the b i l l ,  which has happened before.  Thus ,  the
jo int  publ ic  campaign has been created.  

The ideal  a im of  the campaign would  be to  stop the advance
and approval  of  th is  b i l l ,  whi le  a lso creat ing awareness among
ci t izens about  the dangers  that  th is  impl ies  for  a l l  Venezuelans
and the negat ive  impact  i t  can have on f reedom of  speech and
access to  informat ion ,  especia l ly  consider ing that  d ig i ta l
p latforms are  the last  bast ion of  f reedom of  speech in  the
country .  

The advocacy p lan is  based on socia l  media  campaigns and
dif ferent  means of  onl ine  engagement  as  wel l  as  incorporat ing
cooperat ion wi th  nat ional  and internat ional  NGOs,  independent
media  out lets  and journal ists .  An issue of  importance in  the
framework of  the campaign is  the t ime factor .  The best  t ime to
launch the campaign would  be af ter  the  publ icat ion of  the new
draft  of  the  b i l l  that  would  make i t  possib le  to  examine i ts
content .



ISAAC  OLORUNTIMILEHIN ,  NIGERIA

Expertise: Community engagement. Project management. Data
collection and analysis.

Isaac Olorunt imi lehin  is  a  member  of  the Wik imedia
movement  in  Niger ia ,  and a  Co-Founder  of  Free Knowledge
Afr ica.  He prev iously  led the Wik imedia  Club at  the
Univers i ty  of  I lor in .  Isaac is  a lso a  member  of  the Creat ive
Commons Global  Network ,  Europeana Network  Associat ion
and act ive ly  contr ibutes to  open source pro jects  .He is  an
alumnus of  the Mi l lennium Fel lowship  (2019 c lass)  and a
Local  Pathways fe l low (2020 cohort)  at  Uni ted Nat ions
SDSN Youth.  He is  an env i ronmental ist  and an advocate  of
the SDGs.

Policy Position of the Internet
Ecosystem in Nigeria

One of  the most  prominent  issues
that  Niger ia  faces in  the d ig i ta l
space is  pr ivacy  matters  and user
access.  In  order  to  address the
issue Isaac proposes to  develop a
pol icy  posi t ion ,  which a ims to
prov ide a  report  of  the  current  state
of  the internet  ecosystem in
Niger ia .  This  pro ject  would  requi re
the input  of  subject  matter  experts
in  internet  pol icy  and d ig i ta l  r ights .
The pro ject  is  a lso open to
partnerships in  the form of  funding
and logist ics  for  maximum impact .

PAGE 12

Watch Isaac's project pitch deck: https://youtu.be/oldlU1vwhv0  

https://youtu.be/oldlU1vwhv0
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The pol icy  posi t ion is  set  to  prov ide a  foundat ion for  the
re levant  stakeholders  who have an inf luence on the regulat ions
and standards guid ing the internet  and d ig i ta l  space in  the
country .  The pro ject  a lso impl ies  the creat ion of
recommendat ions that  can be implemented in  the short ,
medium and long term,  coupled wi th  the ro les  that  other
stakeholders  can p lay  in  implement ing these changes.  

The key  stakeholders  to  be involved in  the process are  the
government ,  Niger ia  Communicat ions Commission ,  Internet
serv ice  prov iders  and members of  the marginal ised
communit ies.  

I t  is  worth  ment ioning that  one of  the paramount  object ives of
the act ion p lan is  to  educate  the publ ic  on the addressed topic ,
as  i t  wi l l  be  fut i le  to  advocate  on behalf  of  a  community  that
does not  fu l ly  understand the issue.  I t  is  therefore  of  utmost
importance that  the issues are  proper ly  expla ined to  the
communit ies  to  ensure  there  is  a  publ ic  awareness on the
Internet - re lated matters  and ,  eventual ly ,  ef fect ive  c i t izens
part ic ipat ion.  

The advocacy approach inc ludes such steps as creat ing a
centra l  websi te ,  conduct ing socia l  media  campaigns as wel l  as
engaging in  off l ine  media.  Thus ,  the  communicat ion st rategy
would be h inged on using the var ious avai lable  means of
communicat ions such as socia l  media ,  websi tes ,  emai l  l is ts ,
f lyers ,  newspapers  and the radio.  



MAURICIA  ABDOL  TSHILUNDA ,  SOUTH  AFRICA

Expertise: Project management. Communication. Administration.

Maur ic ia  is  the CEO of  Data  Works Communicat ions (DWC) ,
a  consul tancy enterpr ise  in  the Educat ion sector .  She uses
her  background in  Communicat ion ,  Gender  Studies and
Psychology to  develop l i fe  enhancing programs for
marginal ized communit ies  through var ious ICT solut ions.
DWC is  a  proud Global  Youth and Educat ionUSA advis ing
centre  support ing youth and young professionals  to  study
and work  in  the Uni ted States of  Amer ica.  As a  focused
CSI  in i t iat ive ,  DWC addresses the UN-SDG 5 namely  gender
equal i ty  by  e levat ing the voices of  Afr ican women and g i r l
youths in  technology through i ts  subsid iary  NPO,  the
ElevateHER Afr ica  Network.

ElevateHer: 
Empowering Women and Girls Online

The E levateHER Network  a ims to
prov ide meaningful  access to  the
youth women and g i r ls  f rom the
Afr ican cont inent  to  g lobal  fora.
Support  is  needed for  the i r  internet
connect iv i ty .  Indiv idual  mentorship
in  d ig i ta l  d ip lomacy ,  Internet
Governance and thei r  area of  study.
The organisat ion a lso welcomes
administ rat ive  and media  support  to
fur ther  the voice and impact  of  the
ICT and Internet  Governance
programs.
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Watch Maurica's project pitch deck: https://youtu.be/wyFFBo7Hx6Q 
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Over  hal f  of  the  tota l  g lobal  female  populat ion is  st i l l  not  us ing
the internet  (52%)  compared to  42% of  a l l  men ( ITU,  2019)  and
the greatest  numbers f i t t ing wi th in  th is  gap are  spread over
the cont inents  of  Afr ica  and Asia .  

As part  of  the  in i t iat ive  E levateHER Network ,  work ing to
increase inc lus ion of  women and g i r ls  in  ICT,  Maur ic ia  has
developed an outreach campaign on the d ig i ta l  female
empowerment .  I t  wi l l  serve the E levateHER Network  as an
awareness bui ld ing st rategy wi th  the intent  and purpose of
ampl i fy ing the voice of  gender  equal i ty  in  the d ig i ta l  space
advocates in  Afr ica.  

The campaign a ims to  ra ise  awareness among the genera l
publ ic  as  wel l  as  key  stakeholders  — that  can be involved in
the campaign as act ive  supporters  and advocates for  women’s
r ights  in  Afr ica  — on the importance of  gender  equal i ty  in  the
dig i ta l  rea lm.  Moreover ,  the  act ion is  a lso going to  shed l ight
on the economic and other  impl icat ions for  the community  of
the ra ised issue.  

One of  the key  communicat ion tact ics  of  the campaign wi l l  be
the creat ion of  a  v ideo of  community  members shar ing thei r
v iews on the importance of  women and g i r ls  hav ing access to
the internet ,  which wi l l  be  shared across major  socia l  media
si tes  and among Internet  Governance Networks.  The v ideo wi l l
a lso serve as a  spin  off  to  launch a  v isual  campaign centered
on women and g i r ls  accessing ICT and a lso tak ing up thei r
space in  the d ig i ta l  economy as act ive  contr ibutors  and
valuable  consumers.



TAONA  MAKOLIJA ,  MALAWI

Expertise: Digital l iteracy. Communication. Web  development.

Taona is  an 18 year  o ld  pragmat ic  revolut ionary  whose key
interests  are  in  t ravel ,  graphics ,  and solv ing the gender
bias in  the heal thcare  system.  She advocates for  gender
equal i ty  issues through awareness ra is ing.  Taona is  a
Pear ls  Across Afr ica  ambassador .  She has a lso taken the
'Understanding the Rights  of  Women and Gi r ls '  YALI  course
and was a lso part  of  the  Dig i ta l  Exchange programme.

Fighting Gender Bias in the Healthcare
System Online

The pro ject  intends to  revolut ionise
women's  heal th  to  become
something widely  d iscussed and
thoroughly  researched breaking the
exist ing b ias  around female  heal th .
The pro ject  would  requi re  more
expert ise  on awareness ra is ing so
that  the government  and leaders
could  have more open conversat ions
and put  more focus on resources
towards women's  heal th  wi th
deta i led st rategies on making the
heal thcare  system female  f r iendly .
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Watch Taona's project pitch deck: https://youtu.be/zV7mnNorivg   

https://youtu.be/zV7mnNorivg
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Malawi  shows a  c lear  need for  more inc lus ion of  women in
c l in ica l  t r ia ls  due to  hav ing a  h istory  of  doing research on
predominant ly  only  males.  There ’s  a lso a  lack of  research
being done on speci f ica l ly  d iseases that  affect  women which
tends to  leave out  important  quest ions and unknown e lements
about  women's  bodies which leaves them suffer ing long term
due to  inadequacies.  

Moreover ,  there  is  s igni f icant  gender  b ias  in  the heal thcare
system re inforc ing the idea that  women and g i r ls  are  hyster ica l
and not  taken ser iously ,  which pro longed d iagnosis  leading to
long term consequences.  With  a l l  th is  Taona is  going to
educate  more women and g i r ls  about  the issue and what  they
can do about  i t  whi le  a lso ra is ing more awareness to  the
government  about  the i r  inadequacies s ince as an indiv idual
Taona st rongly  fee ls  that  the government  can do more to
address the matter .  

Meanwhi le ,  the  advocacy p lan wi l l  be  based on a  d iverse set  of
act ions ,  inc luding the creat ion of  a  centra l  websi te ,  an  onl ine
and off l ine  awareness-ra is ing campaign as wel l  as  media
engagement .  One of  the f i rst  steps of  the act ion p lan wi l l  be
approaching re levant  stakeholder  groups — among them the
nat ional  government ,  Ukani  foundat ion ,  non-prof i t  organizat ion
Rise 360 and Gi r l  Up Malawi ,  B lantyre  Chapter  — and
organiz ing d iscussions with  them on the current  pol icy  state  of
women's  heal th  in  Malawi .  



VICTOR  UAHOMO ,  NIGERIA

Expertise:  Team work. Leadership. Organisation.

Victor  holds a  d ip loma in  naut ica l  Sc ience and is
undertak ing studies in  Computer  Operat ions and Internet
Serv ices.  He works for  God 's  Ambassadors  Minister ia l
Network  Wor ldwide ,  an NGO where he focuses on youth
development  advocacy in  Idokpa community  in  Benin  Ci ty ,
Niger ia .

He works wi th  youths to  teach them on the importance of
internet  serv ices in  the modern day wor ld  and how to  use
the computer  for  studies.  This  addresses the societa l
norms of  youth who are  afra id  to  use the internet  and
some parents  bel ieve the internet  wi l l  corrupt  them.  Victor
works to  change th is .

Zero Tolerance to Internet Crime and
Poor Accessibility

The pro ject  intends to  run a  f i f teen
to th i r ty  minutes advocacy program
on a i r  ut i l iz ing d i f ferent  formats
( interv iews,  learn ing sessions ,  etc . ) .
Present ly  f inance is  one of  b iggest
chal lenges for  the team to  be able
to  carry  out  the developed
sensi t izat ion campaign f rom school ,
churches ,  and mosques ,  so th is  has
reduced the pro ject 's  effect iveness
and hamper  some of  the desi red
areas where the pro ject 's  team wi l l
want  to  reach out  to  wi th  the
campaign.
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Watch Victor's project pitch deck: https://youtu.be/FPYpOqDVsjU 
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Among a l l  the  d ig i ta l  issues that  V ictor 's  community  is  fac ing ,
a  s igni f icant  leve l  of  onl ine  f rauds and cr imes is  one of  the
major  problems that  need to  be consistent ly  addressed.  I t  has
to be said  that  the issue is  part icu lar ly  affect ing young people
that  of ten lack access to  the Internet  as  wel l  as  necessary
knowledge and sk i l ls  to  engage meaningful ly  wi th  the d ig i ta l
space.  In  the l ight  of  th is ,  V ictor  has developed a  pro ject ,
which a ims at  creat ing awareness among youth on the proper
use of  the Internet  to  stop and minimise onl ine  f rauds and
cr imes in  the community  as  wel l  as  educate  people  on d ig i ta l
r ights  and opportuni t ies .

The pro ject  is  set  to  advocate  for  a  proper  and better  use of
the internet  in  the community  for  human capaci ty  bui ld ing and
focuses on 3  major  communicat ion tact ics.  The f i rst  one is
creat ing a  websi te ,  which wi l l  serve as a  database for  update
and a lso feedback f rom the community  youths on the impact  of
the advocacy program.  Furthermore ,  a  socia l  media  campaign
wi l l  be  launched,  which wi l l  be  a  p ivot  way to  communicate  and
create  awareness on the cause of  the advocacy program.
Final ly ,  of f l ine  media  engagement  wi l l  be  used.  

This  act ion is  expected to  meet  at  least  ⅓  of  the  community
youth and ,  eventual ly ,  change the mindset  of  community
members to  make the government  aware of  the need for
everyone to  have access to  the internet  and ensure  the safety
of  the d ig i ta l  exper ience.



Testimonials

    TAONA MAKOLIJA

MAURICIA ABDOL 
TSHILUNDA

 

AUBIN ZOH

"I learned a lot from my
mentor. We discussed
digital rights and how we
can use internet to
protect people and
advocate for safe digital
environment."

    VICTOR UAHOMO

"I learned so much about
internet governance and
cybersecurity issues. the
program has transformed
my thinking. I have grown
through this experience."

"For me the best part of
all was the practice,
because it was the time
when ideas had to be
turned  into action. The
content was also
amazing."

 DAVID ARAGORT

I liked the pace of the
program, which was well
developed with a one
week time allowance to
complete tasks
communicated to you
well in advance."

"I liked flexible nature of
the program and the
mentorship phase as I
got an opportunity to
explore my interests and
discuss with my mentor
different issues."

ISAAC 
OLORUNTIMILEHIN

"I was happy to meet and
interact with the
impressive fellow
leaders. I also liked
quality of program
resources and experts in
the mentorship part."



The following are some ways you can help. Please visit
www.digitalgrassroots.org

to see current opportunities to get involved and make a
difference in local communities.

 
So far, we have reached 128 young people in over 65 countries

with equal gender balance since 2018. 
We can do more with your support.

 
Get in touch with us or connect us with someone who can

help: 
comms@digitalgrassroots.org

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
T O  I N C R E A S E  D I G I T A L  C I T I Z E N S H I P  I N

G R A S S R O O T S  C O M M U N I T I E S

@digigrassroots @digitalgrassroots

https://digitalgrassroots.org/get-involved.html
http://facebook.com/digitalgrassroots
https://twitter.com/digigrassroots
http://facebook.com/digitalgrassroots
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for Democracy Leaders by engaging in the principles of a democratic internet
and adapting the Open Internet for Democracy Advocacy Playbook. 


