
 

About WEASA  

The Warsaw Euro-Atlantic Summer Academy (WEASA) is an annual summer 

school for mid-career professionals from the Eastern Europe, the Western Balkans 

and Poland. Each year, around 50 policy analysts, experts, advisers, civil servants, 

NGO professionals, and journalists, take part in the academy.  

WEASA was established in 2013 to 

present and debate the political, 

social and economic foundations of 

modern democracies in the 

European Union and the 

transatlantic community and to 

further promote the values of 

freedom, pluralism and peace in 

its neighbourhood.  

 

Thematic scope - Focus on digital affairs  

Starting in 2017, WEASA has put a specific focus on digital affairs, including the 

role of social media, regulation of big tech companies, matters related to 

cybersecurity, fake news surveillance, and data.   

The target audience for WEASA is mid-level (5-10 years’ experience) professionals 

who work as policy analysts, experts, advisers, civil servants, journalists, private 

sector specialists and in NGOs and are interested in WEASA-related topics.  

Leading experts  

Each year, we invite a group of leading academics, practitioners and analysts to 

lead the WEASA sessions. They frequently come from leading European and US-

based think tanks and institutions and often include high-level public officials. Our 

speakers in past years have included prominent figures such as Madeleine Albright 

and Leszek Balcerowicz, former president of Estonia Toomas Hendrik Ilves, who 

will deliver his key note address during this year academy. We also collaborate 

with prominent organisations and experts specialised in digital security and media 



literacy matters, such as the Bellingcat, Defend Democracy and her founder, a 

digital strategist Alice Stollmeyer, etc. 

  

WEASA at IGF  

In 2021, WEASA, in partnership with the Polish American Freedom Foundation, 

the Leaders of Change Foundation and Study Tours to Poland, offered a special 

study tour to Poland for alumni from the WEASA 2020 and 2021 editions. This visit 

allowed WEASA alumni to attend the United Nations Internet Governance Forum 

which was organized in Katowice in December 2021. The alumni were so 

impressed that it was decided to apply this year for running sessions ourselves as 

we have enough expertise to do so.  

https://www.intgovforum.org/en


WEASA networking  

In addition to summer academy WEASA has a dedicated Coordinator for Alumni 

affairs, whose function is to strengthen and deepen alumni networking by 

organising online and offline meetings with alumni members and stimulating joint 

project together.   

WEASA has national groups based in Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, Albania, 

Serbia, and North Macedonia, who meet regularly and discuss potential 

cooperation between each other.  

Several examples of fruitful cooperation have already been tested:   

• Panel discussion: Lies and consequences: Current trends in 

understanding disinformation in Eastern Partnership and Western 

Balkans 

• Research presentation: Cyberbullying in North Macedonia and Serbia  

• Research presentation: The role of NGOs in Belarus (digital tools used 

by NGOs to function from abroad) 

In all the above mentioned initiatives WEASA alumni members play a leading role 

being either speakers, researchers or organisers.  

Partners  

WEASA was founded in partnership by:  

• The College of Europe, Natolin Campus  

• The German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF)  

• The Polish-American Freedom Foundation  

 

For more information visit www.weasa.org  

 

https://www.coleuropenatolin.eu/
https://www.gmfus.org/
http://en.pafw.pl/
http://www.weasa.org/





